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A further extract reads—

Another letter sent about April to
me to say she was coming for the day
I did not receive as she called as I
was getting ready to go out . ..

I1.C.S, Pest Control wrote to me ask-
ing if it was suitable to call at a
specified time last November, as I had
not received the letter and had not
rung them, they rang a neighbour to
find out if I still wanted them to come,
I went up to negihbour's place to tell
them I had not received any mail,
and to please come.

She also had an appeointment with KEMH
about which she never received advice,
and this would have made it extremely
difficult for her.

Mrs Hardisty had gone to a great deal
of trouble in an attempt to resolve her
problem. She approached the then Post-
master-General himself (Mr Lionel Bowen)
and Senator Wilkinson who obviously did a
great deal in an attempt to obtain satis-
faction for her. An investigation was held
within the post office but in the end it
seemed no satisfactory resolution could be
obtained from that kind of approach. She
also wrote to the Ombudsman of the Daily
News, who did what he could, and later
to the Liberal Federal member for Stirling
(Mr Viner) whe informed her that the
previous action she had taken could not
have been bettered.

The Scarborough Ratepayers’ Associa-
tion took up the case and circulated a
petition. Unfortunately the petition, which
is directed to the Legislative Assembly, is
not properly addressed, so it is not possible
to deliver it to Parliament. I merely in-
dicate to members that a petition was
taken up and some 137 signatures are at-
tached to it. I have it here if members
wish to examine it. The terms of the peti-
tion request the Parliament to conduct an
investigation into the nondelivery of mail
in this State.

I bring this matter before the House with
a request that the Government take what-
ever steps it can to resolve the kind of
problem these people are facing. It is not
uncommon to find letters in the daily Press
expressing dissatisfaction or stating prob-
lems people are experiencing with the de-
livery of mail, and I hope the Government
itself will take some action to have an
investigation made into the state of the
mail service to see whether these prob-
lems can be overcome in some way.

Finally, I would like to point out that
some of the people to whom I have spoken
expressed very high praise for the postal
service. I do not think in the bulk of the
mail that is handled there is any diffi-
culty at all. The mail T send out is always
delivered promptly and as far as I know
there have bheen no problems with mail
being lost. I would not like it to be thought
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I was being critical of the postal serviee
as a whole, but I think sufficient evidence
has been presented to me to warrant the
Government seeking some investigation of
these problems.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West-—Minister for Education) [3.14 p.m.]:
I am sure we all found that interesting
but I think it would probably be appro-
priate if I sent the complaint on to Senator
Bishop.

It is odd that one week we are roundly
upbraided by the Opposition for making
what was said to be unfair criticism of the
Federal Government, and the next week
we face, on the adjournment of the House,
a motion upbraiding an instrumentality
which is under the control of the Federal
Government,

We appreciate the problems mentioned
by the honourable member. The efficiency
has dropped markedly over the last couple
of years.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Over the last 10
years,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will
send the matter on for the attention of
Senator Bishop to see whether the situa-
tion can be improved.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.15 p.m.

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, the 11th September, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (4): ASSENT
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read noti-
fying assent to the following Bills—
1. F‘rielrllldly Societies Act Amendment
Bill.

2. University of Western Australia Act
Amendment Bill.

3. Stipendiary Magistrates Act Amend-
ment Bill.

4. Met.ziilc Conversion Act Amendment
Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
30th Seplember: Closing Time

THE SPEAEKER (Mr Huichinson): For
the information of members I advise that
as Parliament is to adjourn for a period
of two weeks the closing date for questions
on notice for Tuesday, the 36th September,
will be at 4.00 p.m., on Thursday, the 25th
Septembher,
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QUESTIONS (63): ON NOTICE
VEALERS

Delivery to Branding Depols

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that great hardship
is being experienced by farmers
who are now precluded from de-
livering their vealers to Govern-
ment branding dcpots?

(2) Is he prepared to re-allow farm-
ers to deliver veaiers to Govern-
ment branding depots subject to
the conditions that used to apply
or any others that he may feel
necessary ?

(3) If (2) is “No” then why not?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) I am aware of objections by some
producers to the decislon by the
Public Health Department to
prohibit, on the grounds of poten-
tial health risk, the acceptance
of farm killed vealers inio the
metropolitan area.

Pending present negotiations with
the Australian Meat Industry
Employees Union regarding the
slaughter of bobby calves and
vealer calves at Midland Junc-
tilon Abattolr and West Austra-
lian Meat Export Works 1 am
hopeful that speciaily low slaugh-
tering rates will be able to be
implemented at the Government
works for these categories of
calves,

(2) and (3) My colleague, the Minis-
ter for Health, has informed me
that he is currently having an in-
vestigation made into this matter.

TOWN PLANNING

Coastal Areas: Development
Priority

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-

ning:
Further to questions on notice 10
and 72 asked on 29th April and
8th May respectively, which of the
coastal settlements between Yan-
chep and Dongara have been
selected for priority servicing and
development?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

Apart from commitment to dev-
elop Leeman as a residential
base for a mining venture at
Eneabba, no decisions have been
made,

3.
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TOWN PLANNING
Coastal Areas: Policies

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

(1) Further to questions on notice 8
and 71 asked on 29th April and
8th May respectively, are the
Town Planning Board’s policies
concerning coastal development
and residential/tourist develop-
ment subdivisions readily avail-
able to the public on request in
regard to the coast belween—
(a) Geraldton and Jurien;

(h) Peelhurst and Bunbury;
(c) Gracetown and Albany;
(d) Bremer Bay and Esperance?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Coastal development policles for
specific areas are reflected in
planning schemes which are avalil-
able for inspection. Further
coastal development policies are
evolving out of surveys being car-
ried out in relation to regional
studies such as that in progress
for the area between Mandurah
and Bunbury and out of surveys
for local planning schemes.
Public comment is sought in the
preparation stage and the policies
which emerge will he gvailable,
Persons interested in or contem-
plating coastal development can
discuss the issues with officers of
the Town Planning Department.

(2) See above.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Ceastal Areas: Policies

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Further to guestion on notice 67
asked on 8th May, what stage has
been reached by the EPA in the
formulation of a recommended
statutory environmental protec-
tion policy for the south-west
coast?

{2) When is it anticipated that a pro-
posed policy will be publicised?

(3) What consideration has the EPA
given to formulating similar policy
concerning other portions of the
‘Western Australian coast?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The matter is still being analysed
by the Environmental Protection
Authority taking cognisance of
public comments.

(2) No date has been flxed as yet.
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(3) The Environmental Protection
Authority is in the process of
developing an environmental
policy for the coastal strip be-
tween Kalbarri and Esperance.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Policy Proposals: Notice

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Further to question on notice 7
asked on 25th March, when is it
likely that the EPA will give pub-
lic notice of policy proposals, pur-
suant to section 36 of the Environ-
mental Protection Act, cohcern-
ing—
(a) the coast;
(b) wetlands;
{c} arid lands;
(d) estuaries;
(e} mineral sands mining;
(f) management of the Darling
Range?

(2) Which of the above llsted environ-
mental aspects are under active
study with a view to the formula-
tion by the EPA of recommended
statutory policy?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) (a) The present plan is to an-
nounce & bolicy in the near
future regarding the coastal
strip.

(b) The Environmenta! Protec-
tion Autherity has circulated
on the 12th February, 1374,
8 set of principles regarding
wetlands, and this set 1s serv-
ing as useful guidelines for
the Town Planning Depart-
ment, for example, in land
planning.

(¢) to (f} These matters are still
under review in the light of
the knowledge being gained,
for example, from the Con-
servation Through Reserves
Committee report and the
Blackwood River study, both
of which have been made pub-
lic.

(2) Answered by (1).

STATE FORESTS
Dieback Disease. Affected Areas

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

FPorests:

(1) Further to question on notice 3
asked on 24th April, what are the
areas of State forest presently in-
fected by phytophthore cinna-
momi and what is the area cate-
gorised as “suspect die back”?
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(2) Will he table a map summarising
the extent of die back infestation
and severity, including southern
forest areas?

(3) (a) In regard to the severity rat-
ing of 20% -, has a more de-
tailed assessment been made
which further indicates seve-
rity above 20% in appropriate
increments;

(b) if so, could this information
also be provided?

RIDGE replied;

(1) The most recent estimates of the

area of the State forest known
or suspected of being infected by
phytophthora cinnamomi s
170 000 ha.
Detection and mapping tech-
nigues are such that the area
categorised as ‘suspect diehack”
cannot be isolated.

(2) Yes,

(3) (a) Detailed mapping is avail-
able showing approximate
locality of dieback and sus-
pect dieback as one category.
Maps have nof heen prepared
to show a more detailed
break up of severlty classes
above 20%.

(b) Answered by (3) (a).

The); plan was tabled (see paper No.
381).

STATE FORESTS

Jarrah and Karri: Working
Plan

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Forests:

(1) (a) Further to quesiion on notice
21 asked on 1lst May, is it in-
tended to make the general
working plan available for
public comment, prior to the
Governor’s approval of it;

(b if not, why not?

(2) (a) Is it intended to make the
general working plan avail-
able to the EPA for comment,
prior to the Governor’s ap-
proval of it;

(k) if not, why not?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1} (a) No,

(b) The proposals contalned in
the plan will conform to pre-
viously stated policy. The
Government will always give
consideration to soundiy based
proposals for amendments to
policy., Such proposals must
of necessity have regard for
the environmental, soclal and
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economic aspects invelved in
the multiple use manage-
ment of the limited forest re-
source available.

(2) (a) No.

(h) Any matter falling within

tive Engineer, Public Works

E. R. Biggs—Environmental Geol-
ogist, Department of Mines,
Dr D. Hancock—Chief Research
Officer, Department of Fish-

eries and Wildlife,

sectiém 57 (%é ?f theAEgvlrgr';- 9. LAND
mental Protection Act, 1971 , .
will be referred as provided. Scott River National Park
In the preparation of the Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
wlorking plan andf ans; -gther Lands:
plans relating to forest man- :
agement the Forests Depart- g‘;gggezntostguiigl;ns?;lcenontiieergg
ment and the Department of 25856 was specifi ally created
Conservation and Environ- ; D O Y tate o dns
an obligation of the State under
ment will continue the high the provisions of the Iron Ore
level of consultation which P ﬁ Rivery —Agreement Act
Iready exists. co g !
8 1961, and the land involved was
excised from the Class “A" Scott
LAPORTE TITANIUM River national park with Parlia-
; ; ment’s approval at the time, will
Efiuent Disposal Committee the Government now undertake to
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for reinstate the land as part of the
Works: Scott River national park?
Further to question on hotice 17 .
asked on 1st May, would he list RIDGE replied:
the terms of reference and mem- The question asked appears to
bership of the Laporte Effluent have no relevance to question 35
Disposal Committee? of 8th May, 1975, which referred
to the Ludlow tuart forest, but
Mr O'NEIL replied: it is assumed the Member is re-
The terms of reference of the ferring to question 38 on that
Laporte Effluent Disposal Com- date,
mittee as constituted in April Only part of reserve 25856 was
1970 are— excised from Class "“A' reserve
To investigate alternate methods 25373 in 1862, and the halance of
of disposal of the Laporte effiuent the reserve was provided from
which should include the following Crown land.
and any others the commitiee The Lands and Surveys Depart-
may consider appropriate— ment will negotiate with the
(a) Marine pipeline. M}llrlgls1 Densrtmegt'éssto ascertain
; _ whether reserve 6 may now
o ll:;?gtgf e and self-propelled be cancelled to allow the land to
{¢) Injection wells into saline gsea% cluded in Class “A” reserve
aquifers, :
(d) Chemical treatment for re-
moval of iron. 10. ENVIRONMENTAL
Membership— PROTECTION
D. Bryden (Chairman)—Execu- Hamersley Range National Park

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) In regard to the report In The

Department.
R. Gorman—Director, Govern-

ment Chemical Laboratories.

A. McKelvie—-Technical Director,
Laporte Australia Pty. Lid,

P. Browne-Cooper—Acting Assist-
ant Director, Department of
Conservation and Environment.

" M. Anderson—Engineer, Harbours
and Rivers, Public Works De-
partment.

J. Abhott—Engineer, Irrigation
and Drainage, Public Works
Department (operates current
disposal system).

J. D. Crosby—Principal Assistant
Planning, Department of Indus-
trial Development.

West Australian of 30th June,
1973, concerning land swapping in
the Hamersley Range national
park, what specific recommenda-

tions did the Conservation
Through  Reserves Committee
make—

(a) in regard to each area pro-
posed to be excised from the
national park;

(b) in regard to each area that
Mr Lang Hancock had sug-
gested might elther be added
to this national park or be-
come separate natlona! parks
in their own right?
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11,

12.

(2) What advice, if any, has the com-
mittee or the EPA offered to the
W.A. National Parks Board in re-
gard to Mr Hancock’s proposals?

Could a map outlining all of the
areas involved please be tabled?

For what other areas, of the por-
tion of the State covered by the
CTRC's August 1974 report, has
the committee made recommendsa-
tions but which have not been
prublished in that report?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) to (3) This entire matler is
under intensive present review by
the Environmental Profection
Authority, and rather than give
a partial answer at this time, X
undertake to provide the Member
with a complete reply in the very
near future,

{(4) None,

(&)

4

PENSIONERS
Motor Vehicle Licenses

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Traffic:

(1) When was the decision made that
a free motor vehicle license would
be granted when the combined
pensions of husband and wife are
less than the basic wage?

When was the decision made that
a half-rate motor vehicle license
would be granted when the com-
bined pensions of hushand and
wife exceed the bhasic wage by
less than $6?

Mr O'Nell (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:

{1) The decislon, that a free motor
vehicle license would be granted
when the combined pensions of
husband and wife were less than
the basic wage, was made in 1957.

(2) The decislon, that a half rates
motor vehicle license would be
granted when the combined pen-
slons of husband and wife exceeds
the basic wage by less than $6.00,
was made in 1957,

(¢}

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY
Code

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Lab-
our and Industry:

Referring to the code of general
principles applving to occupa-
tional safety and health in Wesi-
ern Australian Government em-
ployment, will he advise who is
responsible to oversee the code
and enforee its provisions?

13.

14,
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The code provides for the “head
officer” who is defined as the per-
manent head of a department, or
the chief functional officer of an
instrumentality to ensure that the
provisions contalned in the code
are applied in his department or
inratr)umentalit.y (section 2.1 of the
code).

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Stockinette Bags. Local Production

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

(1) Is it a fact that the W.A. Meat
Exports Ltd. exports meat in
stockinette bags imported from
qverseas?

Is it a fact that stockinette bags
are also made or could be made in
Western Australia?

If so, would he arrange for this
Government instrumenteality to
purchase Western Australian
made stockinette bags?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The bags in which meat is ex-
ported by the W.A. Meat Export
Works are made in Western Aus-
tralla, from stockinette imported
from overseas.

No stockinette of suitable quality
is currently produced in Western
Australia, although 1t Is under-
stood that plans are in hand to
produce an acceptable material,

I am always fostering the use of
Western Australian goods and
services and this policy is being
more vigorously pursued than ever.
In the particular case as soon as
suitable material is available from
a local source, I will as a matter of
course make appropriate repre-
sentations to the Minister respen-
sible for the operations of the
W.A, Meat Export Works,

(2)

(&)

)

(&)

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY
Department of Labour: Specialist

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

{1> Did he undertake to establish a
cadre of specialist safety officers
within the Department of Labour?

What are the precise details?

GRAYDEN replied:

Yes,

Apart from employing a qualified
industrial safety llalson officer, a
speclalist safety officer for the
meat industry has been active for
over 12 months.

2)

Mr
(1}
(2)
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Other officers in the department
have been selected for thelr skill
and knowledge In occupational
safety, health and welfare and
these officers are being utilised in
a variety of situations.

WEST COQAST HIGHWAY
Link with Karrinyup

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Urban Development and Town
Planning:

(1) (a) Further to questions on notice
21 asked in the Legislative As-
sembly on Tth May and 1
asked In the Legislative
Couneil on §th May, what ap-
proaches has the Stirling
City Council made concerning
ing a direct link or deviation
of West Coast Highway to
Karrinyup;

have any such proposals in-
volved routing a road through
the large area of regional open
space known locally as the
“bird sanctuary” situated be-
tween Karrinyup Road, El-
liot Road and West Coast
Highway?

What is the sftatus, control
and specific purpose of this
area of open space;

what endeavours have been
made to ascertain and evalu-
ate its open space resources
and values?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) (a) A suggestion by Stirling City
Council resolution that the
possibllity be Investigated has
been passed to the consult-
ants investigating the West
Coast Highway question.

Yes.

Major portion is Crown land
reserved for parklands; small
portion owned by MRPA: the
whole being reserved for parks
and recreaticn in the metro-
politan region scheme.

No specific studies have been
undertaken but informal pre-
liminary discussions on the
future use of this area have
been held with officers of
council,

1))

(2) (a)

{b)

1142
{2) (a)

(b}

PINE PLANTATIONS
Recycled Waste Water: Use

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for

Forests:

(1) To what extent has the Forests
Department been involved in
studies by the CSIRO in the utili-
sation of recycled waste water
for the Irrigation of pines?

17.

18,
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(2) In general terms what is the nat-
ure of the study, and what pro-
gress has been made?

In which areas of the Perth met-
ropolitan region have field trials
been undertaken?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) The Forests Department is cor-
roborating with CSIRO in this
study and to date its participa-
tion has mainly concerned the
preparation of the site and supply
and planting of the plnes.

The study investigates the efTect
of effluent on tree growth and
specifically aims to determine
whether effluent can be employed
to promote growth on pine trees.
The pines have now been treated
by trickle irrigation for three years
and have shown a considerable
response in growth. Some miner
element deficlencies were diag-
nosed and have been corrected by
treatment,

(3) The trial is restricted to Beenyup.

(3)

(2}

SOILS
Information on Capabilities

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Further to question on notice 15
asked on 1st May, is the soils in-
formation avajlable able te indi-
cate growing capabilities in terms
of market gardening, orcharding,

floral nurseries, pine plantations,
ete.?

If so, has this type of information
been sought by the Town FPlan-
ning Department or MRPA?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) The land resource inventory is
essentially of a long term nature.
However existing information 1s
adequate for the various purposes
outlined.

(2) My department is frequently con-
sulted on subdivislons within the
greater metropolitan area and
specific information in relation to
soils is provided when sought. ~

(2)

SEWERAGE
Wanneroo Districts

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1) (a) What type of sewerage sys-
tems are presently in opera-
tion in the Whitfords-Mulla-
loo, Yanchep-Two Rocks, and
Wanneroo townsite areas and
which  authority manages
them;
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(2) (a)

[ASSEMBLY.I

(b} what types of system are pro-
posed to cater for continumed
residential growth?

What quantities of treated
sewage are handled in the
district at the present time
and by what methods is it
disposeqd of;

whal quantities of treated
sewage are likely to be
handied in the distriet by
1980 and what disposal meth-
ods is it envisaged will be
employed?

(b}

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) <(a) Whitfords—piped sewage to

19.

(2) (a)

Beenyup wastewater treat-
ment plant.
Mullaioo—septic tanks
Yanchep—septic tanks
Two Rocks (townsite oply)—
piped sewage to Two
Rocks treatment plant
Wanneroo townsite—piped
sewage to Beenyup freat-
ment plant.
The piped systems In Whit-
fords and Wanneroo townsite
are managed by the Metro-
politan Water Board, The
Two Rocks system is operated
and maintained by the Metro-
politan Water Board on be-
half of the Wanneroo Shire
at the expense of the devel-
oper,
In the board’s area continued
expansion of the piped
system with treatment at
Beenyup is proposed.
Beenyup Treatment Plant—
1.5 million gallons per day is
disposed of on site by tempor-
ary spread irrigation and sur-
face spreading.
Two Rocks plant—1 300 gal-
lons per day 1s disposed of by
spread irrigation on a nearby
sand site,
Beenyup treatment plant—5
to 6 milllon gallons per day
(depending on population
growth and rate of connec-
tlon) presently proposed to be
iilsposed of vla an ocean out-
et.
Two Rocks—The board has no
informsation on the future at
this area,

(b)

(b

LAPORTE TITANIUM
Industrial Efinent

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Industria! Development:

(1) Further to questions on notice 13

and 32 asked on 1st May and 15th
April respectively, does he con-
sider that present arrangements

20.

2L.

2)

Mr
()

(2)

for effluent disposal from the
Laporte plant are satisfactory?

Further to Press reports in 1970
concerning a new $10 million
beach sands refining industry
planned for the Bunbury district,
what discussions have taken place
with Chlorine Technology Pty.
Ltd. and/or Cable (1956) Ltd.
concerning the establishment of
an ilmenite upgrading plant?

MENSAROS replied:

Yes, although they are considered
an interim or short term arrange-
ment only.

There have been no recent discus-
sions, although I understand feas-
ibillty studies are proceeding.

BUSSELL HIGHWAY

Ludlow Tuart Forest: Verges

Mr

A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for

Transport:

6]

(2)

Mr

Further to question on notice 1
asked on 8th May, 1975, would the
Bussell Highway south of Mar-
garet River provide a reasonable
example of “forgiving” road
verges?

Further to guestion on notice 34,
asked on 15th August, 1974, and
the reference to tuart forest in
the road verge committee’s re-
port, does the Main Roads De-
partment intend to provide “for-
giving” road verges along Bussell
Highway where it passes through
the Ludlow tuart forest south of
the Ludlow River?

O'Neil (for Mr O'CONNOR} re-

plied:

(1)

(2}

Mr

Generally yes, but there are some
sections where this description
would not apply.

Not in the foreseeable future.

LAND

Natural Materials for Road
Works

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Lands:

Mr

Further to question on notice 7
asked on 7th May, could a copy of
the delegation of authority, con-
cerning the removal of road con-
struction materials by the Com-
missioner of Main Roads pursuant
to section 15/Third Schedule of
the Land Act be tabled?

RIDGE replied:
This was published in the Gov-
ernment Gazelte dated 20th June,
1930, page 1498,
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LAND

Natural Materials for Road
Works

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Works:
Further to question on notice 7
asked on 7th May, on what date
was authority delegated to the
Commissioner of Main Roads to
remove  roadmaking materials
from specified lands under the
provisions of section 112 of the
Public Works Act?

O'NEIL replied:

31st December, 1974.
LAND

Wesbeef Holdings Pty. Lid.:

Developments

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Industrial Development:

(1) Further to question on notice 39
asked on 8th May, now that the
Conservation Through Reserves
Committee's report has been made
public, what conclusions has the
planning and co-cordinating auth-
ority now reached concerning the
‘Wesbeef proposal?

Is the company persisting with
its proposals to develop cheap
public land on the south coast?
MENSAROS replied:

The Planning and Co-ordinating
Authority has recently confirmed
its earlier advice that it was un-
able to support the proposal.

(2) Not as far as I am aware,

2)

Mr
(1)

JUMBO STEELWORKS
Two Rocks Site

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

Further to question on notice 4
asked on 24th April, does the
Government consider that the
possible establishment of a jumbo
steel plant in the north-west cor-
ridor between Two Rocks and
south of Guilderton, and capable
of generating an “instant” popu-
lation of over 475000 people,
would be a satellite development
or merely an extension of urban
sprawl along the coast from
Perth?

CHARLES COURT replied:

It is a hypothetical guestion.
However, we anticipate that, if
a decision were made to establish
such a plant to the north of Two
Rocks, then an important dormi-
tory area for the workforce would
be in the northern corridor for
which planning and development
would proceed in any event,

Sir

25.

26.
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STATE FORESTS
Dieback Disease: National Parks

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Further to question on notice 9
asked on 1st May, what is the
extent and severity of any occur-
rence of dieback in the Beedalup,
Warren and Sir James Mitchell
national parks?

What is the extent and severily
of dieback occurrence in the
Meelup reserve (No. 21629)?

Mr RIDGE replied:

{1) No dieback has been mapped on

the Beedalup or Warren National
Parks. It is possible that infec-
tion has occurred but present
knowledge indicates that soil
types and species in these parks
are such that the disease would
have little effect.
The Sir James Mitchell National
Park is mapped as heavily in-
fected on more susceptible sites
primarily associated with flats.
Several of these infections are
severe.

No dieback has been mapped on
the Meelup reserve, though local
information suggests small infec-
tions may be present.

WOOD CHIPPING
INDUSTRY

Resources from Private Land

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Forests:

{1) What provisions have been or are
being made for the wood chipping
industry to accept chipwood re-
sources cut from private land
within the south-west?

What interest has the Govern-
ment taken in the possibilily of
the clearing of private land for
the supply of chipwood resources
to the Manjimup woodchip mill?

Mr RIDGE replied;

(1) No formal provision has heen
made for the receipt of chip
material from private property.
Neither the Government nor the
company is in control of clear-
ing on private land. However,
the company has agreed to receive
material from bona fide clearing
for development purposes on pri-
vate property in order to avold
waste.

Supply of woodchip material
from private property has been
given a lot of consideration, The
quantity will be limited due to the
need to malntain a balanced 'og-
ging programme in sawlog and

2)

@

(2)

(2
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27.

28.

29,

wood chip material, Priority of
acceptance will be given to mate~
rial from clearing in the higher
rainfell areas where there will
be no adverse effect on waler
quality,

This question was posiponed.

TOWN PLANNING
Regional Open Space Proposals

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Develecpment and Town Plan-
ning:

(1) Further to question on notice 43
asked on 8th May, what is the
Government’s attitude and policy
to the phllosophy expressed in
the 1955 Stephenson-Hepburn Re-
port that areas of region open
space, like the Rockingham Lakes,
metropolitan coast and Swan/
Canning Rivers’ foreshores are re-
gional responsibilities rathier than
local responsibilities?

Has the MRPA yet decided whe-
ther local or a more appropriate
authority (e.g., regional authority)
should manage regicr: cpen space
which is not clearly national parks
or wildlife sanctuavies?

RUSHTON replied:

The Government's policy and
philosophy is reflected in the pro-
visions of the Metropolitan Re-
gion Town Planning Scheme Act.

No. The question of the devel-
opment and maintenance of land
reserved for parks and recrea-
tion under the metropolitan re-
gion scheme is one which the
MRPA is currently considering.

2

Nt

Mr
(1)

2)

TOWN PLANNING
Canal Estale Development

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-

ning:
Further to question on nctice 19
asked on 29th August, 1974 does
the Town Planning Department or
the Town Planning Board favour
canal-estate development in the
Wonnerup-Quindalup area?

RUSHTON replied:

The Town Planning Board con-
siders proposals for canal estate
subdivision in the light of plan-
ning and environmental policies
declared in planning schemes.
Where a proposal is made outside
an area covered by an approved
scheme, each proposal §s consid-
ered on Its merits including en-
vironmental impact.

30.

31.

32.
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LAPORTE TITANIUM
Industrial Effiuent

Mr A, R, TONKIN, to the Minister for

Works:

(1) Further to question on notice 38
asked on Tth May, what is the
annual cost to the State likely to
be of continued effluent disposal
in the sand dunes, if Laporte Ti-
tanium’s output is doubled?

What has been the reaction from
the company to the Government’s
approach for it to assist finan-
cially in effluent disposal, and
what has been the outcome?

(2)

(3) (a) Was the company's reaction
taken into account hefore
authorising plant expansion/
inereased production:

(b) if not, why not?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

18}
2}

$150 000/annum,

The company has agreed to con-
tribute $35 000 annually towards
the cost of effluent disposal under
existing conditions. It is also
sharing the cost of investigation
intoe alternative methods and has
agreed to consider sontributing
to a final disposal scheme.

(a) The Laporte Industrial Fac-
tory Agreement No, 39 of 1961
already provides for the com-
pany to expand production.

(b) Answered by (a).

3)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Steel Production: Volume of Sleg

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:
Further to questions on notice 16
and 4, asked on 24th and 29th
April respectively, for how many
vears is the slag disposal area
along the shores and in the waters
of Cockburn Sound likely to cater
for the existing AIS blas{ furnace
ocutput?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Any estimate would be purely
hypothetical as no slag has been
placed in the area to date, and I
am uhable to say when there may
be a need to utilise the ares.

TNDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Steel Production: Volume of Slag

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1) Adverting to guestion on nhotice 4
of 29th April, 1995 concerning the
volume of slag in production of
steel, is his answer inaccurate to
a factor of 1000?
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(2} If not, how can he reconcile the
figure with other answers given
by him in the House?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

{1) and (2) The answer to the earlier
question should have read
2500000 cublec metres.

LAND
Rockingham Lakes: Designation

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) What is the status of the Rocking-
ham Lakes?

(2) If it is designated a national park
why is this reserve nob vested in
the W.A. National Parks Board?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) There is no reference to
the “Rockingham Lakes"” in the
Department of Lands and Sur-
veys. If the Member could be
more specific the required in-
formation will be made available,

WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Resources from Private Land

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1) What fraction of the Manjimup
wood chipping license area is
comprised of private land?

(2) Is it a fact that one-half of this
private land has not been cleared?

(3) If not, what is the correct ap-

proximate fraction?

Is it a fact that catchment sal-
inity is related to clearing, especi-
ally that of a permanent nature?

‘What consideration is the Gov-
ernment giving to the implications
of further clearing of private land
in the license area?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) 19.25% or approximately 1/5th.
{2) No.

{3) Probably between 50% and 60%
of the private land has been
cleared. An accurate assessment
would take more time to obtain.

Yes; but only where salt is stored
in the profile of the soil being
cleared.

4

(5}

4}

(5) This question should be directed
to the Minister for Conservation

and Environment.

35.

36.

an.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Employees: Engagement in Private
Business

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister

Local Government:
Does he still intend to introduce
ligislation this session covering
the situation where local autho-
rity officers or employees indulge
in private business practices per-
haps in conflict with their coun-
cil duties?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
No.

for

POLICE
Shirley Finn Case: Papers

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Police:

(1) Was the office of the consorting
squad ransacked approximately
one month ago and some papers
containing details relating to in-
quiries into the murder of Shirley
Finn removed?

If “Yes” has the removal of the
papers caused sericus disruption
of the inquiries which are being
made by the police info the mur-
der of Shirley Finn?

Mr G'Neil (for Mr Q'CONNOR) re-
plied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(2)

CATTLE
Auclions

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has/have there been any action/s
taken agalnst any auctioneer/s or
employer/s where the auctioneer
is employed by the owner of a
cattle saleyard, and that ownmer
is the buyer of cattle sold at an
auction, and at the same time is
the owner of such caitie through
a bill of sale?

(2) If “Yes” where and when was
such action taken, and under
what Act?

Does the Trade Practices Act have
a hearing on a situation referred
to in (1)?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) No. However, if a complaint were
made concerning a sale of this
nature, section 22 of the Auction
Sales Act provides that, if any
impropriety was substantiated
action could be taken for the can-
cellation of the license held by the
auctioneer or the firm involved.

(3
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38,

39,

2)
3)

Mr

LASSEMBLY.]

Answered by (1).
The Trade Practices Act is ad-

ministered by the Comumonwealth.

LYNWOOD SCHOOL
Sports Ground

BATEMAN, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1)

2)

3)

Mr
1)

Mr
)

(2)

3)

(4)

Sir
()
(2)

Is it the intention of his depart-
ment to fully grass the Lynwood
Primary School playing oval he-
fore summer of this year?

If “Yes" will he advise when the
contract will be let?

If “No” will he give full reasons
why such works are not heing pro-
ceeded with?

GRAYDEN replied:

to (3) The work is listed for at-
tention on the estimates for the
current financial year., Firm de-
tails on actual works to be under-
taken are not available.

RAILWAYS
Rridgetown Depot: Closure

H. D. EVANS, to the Premier:

Has the Government considered
the report of the committee ¢f in-
quiry into the removal of the rail-
way depot from Bridgetown to
Manjimup?

If so0, on what date does ithe Gov-
ernment propose to move the
depot from Bridgetown to Manji-
mup?

Which of the recommendations
made by the commitiee does the
Government intend to adopt and
implement, and which recommen-
dations will be rejected?

If no decision has been taken by
Cabinet when is it expected an
announcement will be made?

CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes,

to (4) The Government released
the document for public discus-
sion and Ministers concerned are
reviewing the recommendations,
The commitiee will be visiting
Bridgetown on the 22nd Septem-
ber to discuss its report with the
community and the Bridgetown
Shire has asked that a decision he
delaved until it has had time to
consider the report In detall, I
am not able to Indicate at this
time when a decision to either re-
tain the raillway depot at Bridge-
town, or move it to Manjimup, will
be made.

40.

HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL
SERVICES
Port Hedland

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Health:

(1} Is the Minister aware of the con-
cern of the people of Port Hed-
land and South Hedland about
the inadequate hospital, medical,
and dental facilities In the area?

(2) How many dentists and doctors
are at present in this :egion?

(3) What is considered to be the ideal
ratio population to—
(a) medicos;
(b} dentists,
to adequately service an area?

(4) What plans has the Government
for improving facilities in this
locality?

(b) When is it proposed ihat & hos-
i:ita&]? will be built at South Hed-
an

(6) {xre there any plans for extend-
ing the present Port Hedland hos-
pital under consideration?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes,

(2) There are two dentists In Port
Hedland and, in addition, 1 ecover-
ing Shay Gap and Goldsworthy.
There are six doctors, including a
specialist orthopaedic surgeon
and the Regional Director, Com-
munity Health Services. In addi-
tion, one general surgeon will
commence duty shortly.

(3> (a) and (b) There are no gen-
erally accepied ideal figures.

{4) Some areas of the Port Hedland
hospital are to be upsraded and
8 health centre is to he construc-
ted at South Hedland. Tenders
for the latter will be called In
January, 1978, subject to the avail-
abllity of funds.

Three dental clinies will be incor-
porated in the propocsed South
Hedland Health Centre. This will
provide working space for five
dentists in Port Hedland/South
Hedland.

Proposals for an improved school
dental service utilising the services
of school dental therapists are
being considered.

(5) No decislon has been made,

(8) Yes, A new administration area
and the remodelling of the exist-
ing administration area to enable
the provision of better outpatient
facilities. The upgrading of cater-
ing facilities is also intended. This
project is dependent upon the
avallablity of funds.
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POLICE

Rape Cases
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Police:

Would he table copies of reports
in his possession or in th: posses-
sion of the Police Department
which relate to work done by his
office or the department dealing
with the question of the inci-
dence of rape, as he Indicated he
would so do in Parliament re-
cently?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-

pled:
In the time available I have been
unable to ascertain the precise
undertaking of the Minister for
Police in respect of the tabling of
certain reports. If the Member
cares fo be more specific I wil
examine the relevant papers and
endeavour to comply with this
request.

IRON ORE
Deepdale Deposits

MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
How many temporary reserves are
associated with BHP-Dampier
Deepdale iron ore deposits?

What are the individual tem-
porary reserve numbers and
areas?

What are the individual dates
when each temporary reserve or
mining tenement was granted?

What is the current expiry date
for each individual temporary re-
serve or mining tenement?

What is the Mines Department’s
current assessment of-—

(a) total economic tonnage;

(h) total limonite tonnage,

{c) total hematite tonnage;

(d) other iron ore tonnuge?

Was the Deepdale project dls-
cussed at the meeting of poten-
tial partners in a proposed jumbo
steel mill in Western Australia
held in Perth on Wednesday, 10th
September, 19757

Has BHP-Dampier been given an
assurance by the Government that
further iron ore temporary re-
serves will be allocated to them?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1> There are 13 temporary reserves
with occupancy rights for iron ore
included in the Iron Ore (The
Broken Hill Proprietary Company
Limited) Agreement Act, 1964.

to (4) Schedule tabled accordingly.

Mr
1y

(2)

(3>

(4)

(5)

6

&)

2)

43.
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(5) The Mines Department considers
there is at least 1500 million
tonnes of pistolitlc (Limondtic)
ore indicated with an average iron
ore content of 56%.

{6) No.
(T} No.

The schedule was tabled (see paper
No. 382),

FRUIT
Tree-pull Scheme

Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many applications have been
received from fruitgrowers for
payments under the tree-pull
scheme in each year since its
commencement?

(2) In each year how many applica-
tions—

(a) have been approved;

(b) have been rejected;

{c) are still pending?

What is the total amount paid
out or approved for payment so
far in this State as compared with
each other State?

What are the reasons for ceject-
ing applications?

(3

(€))

(5) Does he support the view that it
is in the best interests of the in-
dustry to remove all unwanted
trees, and therefore does he sup-
port all action to reduce tree
numbers?

(8) Could unwanted trees, for which

a tree-pull application has been

refused, constitute a potential
disease probiem if left in =
neglected condition?
Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2)—
Appli-
At 30 June—  catlons  Approved Rejected Pending
Received
1973 .. 17 9 3 5
1674 15 12 4 4
1975 27 13 11 7
July 1, 1975
to date ... 2
{3) To 30th June, 1975 $
W.A, . 75512
N.S.W. 561 609
Victoria 616 959
Queensland .. 162 221
SA. .. .. 158 305
Tasmania ... 1524436

(4) Not commerclal orchards (8); not
in need (4); and foo much debt
f(%r) profitable long term Iarming
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and (6) Yes. Trees which are un-
productive because of type, old
age, disease or neglect shauld be
removed because they reduce a
farmer’s net profit (or Increase
net loss), contribute to oversupply
and could be a disease hazard.
The W.A. delegates to Australian
Government conferences on the
tree pull scheme have been consls-
tent in putting this point of view.

44. KING PARROT AND WESTERN

Mr

ROSELLA
Declaration as Vermin

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

)

(2)

&)

(4}

5}

Are the Western Australian King
Parrot and the Western Rosella
still declared vermin in certain
shires of this State?

How many specific and authenti-
cated reports of damage caused
by—

(a) the W.A. King Parrot;

(b} the Western Rosella,

have been received by the Agri-
culture Protection Board from
commercial orchardists in Lhe
fruit seasons covering the years
1973-74, 1974-75?

(a) What estimates are there of
the value of damage done by
these birds In these two sea-
sons;

(b)Y where specifically did dam-
age occur;

(c} who were the complainants,
if any?

In the six months to 30th June,
1975 were there any reports of
either of these two species being
seen in numbers large a2nough to
constitute a serious threat to
fruit crops; if so, where?

If either of these two species is
still elassified as vermin will this
be reviewed and, if no$, what evi-
dence does he have to support the
retention of the vermin classi-
fication?

Mr OLD replied:

1)
2)

Yes.

Only six reports have been re-
corded on Agriculture Protection
Board files for these years. Most
complaints are likely to be made
to district officers durlng thelr
routine inspections and records
would not necessarily be kept,

45.
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4

(5)

During the course of & research
study, the following cases of dam-

age were investigated and
costed—

1973-7T4 ($15, $54 and $99).

Properties located at

Balingup and Mundaring.

1974-75 ($3, $37, $19 and $27).
Properties lacated at
Balingup and Manjimup.

Up to 12% loss has been recorded
for a single frult variety, but in
no case has the loss for a single
variety on one orchard exceeded
$40.

Records of the sightings of flocks
of parrots are not normally kept
by officers of the board.

The classification of the W.A.
King, Western Rosella, Twenty
Eight, and Smoker Parrots as ver-
min has been under review since
a comprehensive research
programme was c¢ommenced in
1970 to assess the status of these
birds. The declaration on the
Smoker has already been lified. It
{s anticipated that the research
on the other three species will
enable their status to be re-
assessed in 1976.

KARRI FORESTS
Clearing

M{ BLAIKIE, to the Minister for For-
ests:

1

(2)

&)

Over the last 10 years what s
the total area of karri forest that
has been {felled in accordance
with a planned uniform (seed
tree) or any other clear-fell type
of operation?

Of this total area of clear felled
karri forest how many hectares
were—

(a) regenerated successfully to
produce a stand of karri
dominant regrowth;

regenerated sueccessfully but
with the regrowth subse-
quently destroyed or damaged
by fire;

not regenerated to a satisfac-
tory karri dominant re-
growih?

How long does it take for karri
regenerated after clear felling
operations to reach a maturity
satisfactory to enable the produc-
tion of milled timber having g size
range equivalent to that which is
presently available from virgin
forests?

(b

(c)
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3
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On a sustained yield basis what is
the maximum area of karri that
can be clear felled in an average
year so as to match the time span
of regeneration to maturity as
outlined in (3} and what percent-
age of the karri forest area would
this represent?

RIDGE replied:

Hectares

1965 25
1966 178
1967 62
1968 805
1969 965
1970 6
1971 118
1972 1464
1973 145
1974 297

Total 4135
(a) 4135 hectares.

(h Nil, but 197 hectares were
damaged by fire and subse-
guently replanted.

(¢) Nil.

In 100 years karri forests are
capable of supplying the majority
of the sizes of milled timber pres-
ently available,

This will vary
site quality.

with changes in

DRUNKEN DRIVING
Blood Testis

Mr BLAIKIE, te the Minister for Pol-

fce:
1>

(2)

3

Mr

Because of a procedural error or
any other reason, how many blood
samples taken in 1974 under the
Blood Sampling and Analysis
Regulations, 1974, failed to pro-
duce results that could be admis-
sible as evidence in any court pro-
ceedings if so required?

So that procedural failures do not
recur, what inquiries are made to
find the causes?

Does he consider that when a
gerious road accident occurs,
blood samples should be divided
into three portions, with one por-
tion being held in security in case
of a procedural failure with other
portions?

O'Neil (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-

plied:

L

to (3) The Information requested
will be forwarded to the Member
as soon as the statistics asked for
in (1) are collated.

47,
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BIRDS
Licenses

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Wildlife:

1§}

(2)

(3)

(4}

(5)

(&)

D

8

1)

2)

How many licenses are currently
valid for—

(a) bird trapping;
(b) bird dealing;
(¢} aviculturists?

What records are required to be
kept by the license holders?

What bird species are permitted
to be trapped in this State, and
what records are available of the
numhers of each species trapped
in each of the past five years?

Of natlve bhird species permitted
to be trapped, what species are
considered not to be a danger or
nuisance to agriculture?

What conditions are laid down for
the keeping of trapped native
birds in cages by—

{a) bird trappers,;

(b) bird dealers;

{c) aviculturists?

What surveys have been made on
the survival rates of trapped nat-
ive birds?

What records are kept of inter-
state or overseas sales of trapped
native birds?

Does his department favour =a
policy of encouraging the phasing
out of bird trapping for commer-
cial exploitation?

P. V. JONES replied:
(a) Bird trapping—22.
(b) Bird dealing—47,
(¢} Aviculturists—3 108.

(a) Bird trappers—Licensed bird
trappers must lodge returns
indicating the species trap-
ped, the number of birds, the
district in which the birds
were trapped and the method
used.

Licensed trappers of finches
shall provide the returns
within one month after the
close of the open season de-
clared for trapping of finches,
In the case of trappers of un-
protected birds thea within
one month after he expira-
tion of the trapper’'s license.
Bird dealers—Licensed bird
dealers must lodge returns in-
dicating the hird species, the
numbers bought and sold,

(b
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and the name and address
and license number of the
purchaser or seller in the
transactions.

The transactions shall be re-
corded on the return as they
occur and the return shall
be lodged monthly.
Aviculturist Aviculturists
shall provide a list of the
number of each specles held
under the license,

This information shall be
lodged at the time of an ap-
plication for renewal.

They may be required to ob-
tain prior approval before cb-
taining or disposing of pro-
tected species.

Any person may trap for his

own aviaries any of the

species declared to be not pro-
tected provided that—

(i) the birds are fully
fledged and able to fend
for themselves;

(ii) if the trapping is to take
place on private land, the
permission of the owmer
or occupler must be first
obtained;

(lil) trapping is prohibited on
wildlife sanctuarfes, nat-
ional parks and other
reserved land unless the
permission of the con-
trolling authority is first
obtained.

Trapping of unprotected
species for sale or galn or re-
ward is permitted under a re-
stricted number of llcenses.

Additional licenses are not be-~_

ing issued wunless it can be
shown to be desirable consid-
ering the state of the popu-
lation, the effects on agricul-
ture and the state of the bird
trade,

Special licenses are occasion-
ally issued to allow protected
species to be taken in very
restricted numbers for re-
search, avicultural and other
purposes.

The unprotected species are
set out in the following notice.
The numbers recorded as
trapped during the past five
vears are as set out below al-
though it is regretted that
due to clerical gversight, some
records are not available.

List of birds trapped in the
years ended 30th June, 1870,
1971, 1972, 1973 and 1974 are
detalled hereunder—

Double bar
Star
Bleod ...
Blackheart
Gouldlan
Masked .,
Pectorella’ .
ghﬁstnut ped
ellow-rum,|
Zebra
Ettblema Pleta
W hlte-lnlled
Cockatoos

Galahs
Little Corellas ..
Smokers (Regenta)

Twenty-eights
Western Hosellas
Red-capped

(Western King)

Northern Rosella
4) (a)

b)

)

(5 (a)

(b

(c)

(6) (a)

)]

Blaek' )

Parrot

1970 1071 1972

we WML 114 383
. 1300 1 931 4301

oL
. 3056 1464 6 720
. 1471 1305 3706
42 205 1801
ITEO300 23w
a3

1973
s08
4 704
691
11 010
12 995
4 205
2435
1B

1874
587

iTE
L L
41

L

I TT S
4 2635 ..

5 L. 4
&0

g

Nai
Available 1.7
217
1 0863

459

“440
2 804
703
RS

o

Except for Galahs and Port
Linceln Parrots (or Twenty-
eights) none of the other pro-
tected species are considered
by the Department of Fish-
eries and Wildlife as a major
nuisance or danger to agri-
culture.

The department 1s concerned
about the long term survival
of Western Roselias and of
Red-capped or King Parrots
and is awaiting the outcome
of research undertaken by
the Agriculture Protection
Board,

Little Corellas are known to
be a nuisance specles In some
areas.

Bird trappers have to meet
the requirements of regula-
tion 11, and any conditions
attached specifically te their
personal licenses.

Bird dealers have to meet the
requirements of regulation 12
13 and any conditions at-
tached specifically to thelr
personal licenses.
Aviculturists have to meet the
requirements of regulation 12
and any conditions attached
specifically to their personal
licenses, and all of the fore-
going need to comply with
the requirements of regula-
tions 28, 29. 30, 31, 32 and 34
in particular and of the
Fauna Conservation Act and
regulations in general.

No detafled surveys have been
undertaken by departmental
officers but occasional surveil-
lance 1s maintained over the
activities of trappers, dealers,
exporters and aviculturists to
ensure proper care and atten-
tion s provided for wild)ife
in rantivity.

It is understood that surveys
have been undertaken over-
seas of the survival rate of
birds trapped in other coun-
tries but they would not be
relevant to this State.

135
2124
S60
151
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(1) The Fauna Conservation Act re-

quires that no native birds may
be sent out of the State except
under the authority of a license.
The licenses record the numbers
of each specles and the lcense
fees charged as well as the

nemes and addresses of the
exporters and consignees. Re-
cords of licenses fissted are

maintained until audit has been
completed and for 2 to 5 years
afterwards. No segregation Is
possible between birds trapped
that year and birds bred in cap-
tivity in relation to interstate
sales, No overseas sales are
permitted by the Commanwealth
Government.

(8) (a) In respect of species which

are abundant and are de-
clared to be vermin—No,

{b) In respect of other specles
a firm policy has not been
defined. ‘There are meany
pros and cons.

MUNDARING WEIR

CATCHMENT AREA
Prohibition on Eniry

MES MOILER, to the Minister for For-
ests:

(1) I the public were permitted, un-

der controlled access, to the area
surrounding the Mundaring Weir
basin, would the spread of
phytophthora cinnamomi become
8 greater problem in the aree
than at present?

(2) Has there been any evidence of

increased bush fires damage to
forests or harm to wildlife in the
areas which his department hes
opened to the public over recent
years?

(3) Has the incidence of vandalism,

littering and other anti-social
behaviour increased in the areas
where puhlic access has been per-
mitted and catered for by his
department?

Mr RIDGE replled:
(1) The problem would be related to

the degree of control but basic-
ally the answer is yes.

(2) No.
(3) Only in proportion to the in-

creased numbers of people in-
volved. Trall bikes and off road
vehicles are a special problem
which has to be resolved.

NATIONAL PARKS
Soil Erosion

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:
(1) What is the annual estimate of

9

people who visit the following
scenic attractions—

(a) John Forrest National Park;
(b) King’s Park;

{c) Yanchep National Park?

2
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Toe what degree has soil erosion
oceurred at any of the above due
to the number of people who visit
the areas?

Mr F. V. JONES replied:

(1

2

50.

(a) 88 200 people,

(b} I am advised by the Minister
for Lands that the estimated
number of visitors to Kings
Park is more than flve miillon
per annum, including 12%
through traffic and others who
do not leave their vehicles.

(c) 325 337 pecople.

Owing to visitor control and type

of terrain In John Forrest

National Park and Yanchep

National Park, damsage has been

restricted to & minimum. I am

advised by the Minister for Lands
that soll erosion due to pedestri-
ans leaving surfaced paths in

Kings Park 1s not severe, at least

it 1s not severe compared with

the damage to the bushland and
soil as a result of intense sum-
mer bushfires lit by incendlaries
or by vehicles, including trail
bikes, being driven off the roads.

VENEREAL DISEASE
Heanlth Education Officers

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Mr

51.

With reference to question 20 of
13th  August, 1975, regarding
health education officers, can he
advise if the appointment of a
journallst has been finalised?
RIDGE replied:

Yes.

ELECTORAL

Metropolitan Seats: Average Enrolment
Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

D

(2)

Was he correctly reported in The
Sound Advertiser of 3rd Septem-
ber as saying: "“The average en-
rolment for the 27 metropolitan
districts would be about 15700
compared with 17 350 for the pre-
sent 23 districts™?

If he confirms that this is correct,
will he explain to the House how
he derived the figure of 15 700?

8ir CHARLES COURT replied:

1
(2)

Yes.

The figure of 15 700 is an approxi-
mation, a5 the word “about” im-
plies.

June 1975 enrolment details and
1974 State election booth poll fig-
ures were used in estimating the
number of electors who would be
reasonably expected to be brought
into metropolitan districts under
the amending Bill.

I should imagine the Member
made the same calculations,
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A HOUSING
Kwinana, Coolbellup and Hamilion Hill
Mr TAYLOR, to the WMinister for
Housing:

How many—

(a) houses and duplex;

(b) apartments,
are at present empty in—

(1) Ewinanasa;
(ii) Coolbellup and Hamilton
Hill?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(a) and (b)) The following
properties are vacant—

Houses and Apsart-

rental

District Duplex. ments. 2)
Kwinana, 21 38
Coolbellup 3 18
Hamilton Hill .. 1 1
Total 25 57

All houses and duplex units, all
apartments in Coolbellup and
Hamilton Hill, and the majority of
apartments in Kwinana, are cur-
rently under offer to applicants,

54.
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Particulars of landed costs fo
other States are not known. How-
ever, the “into works” cost of the
last overseas shipments of urea
received into Western Australia,
in April-May, 1975, was $335 per
tonne,

LAND RESERVES
Fisheries Act

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minisier

for Lands:

(1) Can reserves declared pursuant to
section 29 of the Land Act include
land already reserved under the
provisions of section 30 of the
Fisheries Act?

Is land reserved under the pro-
visions of section 30 of the Fish-
eries Act considered to he Crown
land or as reserved land as far
as the operation of the Land Act
is concerned?

Can land already reserved under
the provisions of section 30 of the
Fisheries Act be leased under the
provisions of the Land Act, eg.,
sections 116 and 118 in particu-
lar, such as for marinas and
dredging exiractive materials?

Mr RIDGE replied:

3

53. UREA
Price (1) Probably yes, but the question has
f not arisen,
Mr CRANE, fo the Minister for (2) The definition of Crown land in
Agricu ure- . the Land Act excludes land “re-
(1) What is the current price being served for or dedicated to any
paid? in Australia for imported public purpose”,
urea
(3) Probably not, but the question has
(2) What was the price in— neither arisen nor been deter-
(a) June 1975, mined.
(b) April, 1975?
(3) What is the likely additional ton- > LAND RESERVES
nage to be purchased in Australia Classification Details
before the end of December 1975? Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Mr OLD replied: for Lands:
(1) to (3) My department has no in- Dt s iihe class, purpose. Brea
formation on whetl;sé'durglai is ;ur- SBIVES—
rently being impo C AUS-
tralia or whether any is likely to 28087, 2707, 25360, 11710, 20215,
be imported before the end of 29883, 25865, 27157, 30885, 366,
December, 1975. 29457, 207017
Mr RIDGE replied:
Reserve
No. Class Purpose Aren Vesling
28087 ... “ G Conservation of Fauna | 891-452 2 ha W.A. Wild Life Auth.
2707 ¢ C"  Public utility and conservation of 98-338 6 ha
flora anil fiuna
25360 ... “C'" Recreation, 28-806 0 ha
11710 .. ““A"™ National Park (Ynlm)rup) abt. 8 919-494 5 ha ... National Parks Board
20215 .. A" Xational Park . ... abt, 78-509 0 ha Murray Shire
20883 ... " Waychinicup river catchment area 6 604-469 7 ha
25863 .. 0" Recreation—public enjoyment ... 3 631-244 1 ha
27157 ... O Conservation of flora and favna ... 367-434 G ha .. W.A. Wild Life Auth.
30883 ... A" Preservation ofsedimentary deposits
366 ... 07 Water 143-827 4 ha
29457 | (1" Prouteetion uf metenrltc u-a.ter 14539-701 1 ha Nalional Parks Board
20701 .. A" Public gardens 311 m? . Natiomal Parks Board.
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LAND RESERVES

Snack Bar and Barrack Street Kiosk

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:

51.

What is the reserve number, class,
purpose, area and vesting of
“Bernies” snack bar oh Mounis
Bay Road near the Narrows Inter-
change; and the kiosk :ear the
Barrack Street jetties?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(a) “Bernies” snack bar is located
on a portion of Class “A" re-
serve No. 1720 reserved for
KEings Park, which was
placed under the control and
management of the National
Parks Board by a notice ap-
pearing in the Government
Gazette of 22nd March, 1957.
The Lands Department has
no record of the area con-
cerned.

The kijosk mentioned is loc-
ated on & jetty under the
control of the Harbour and
Light Department ang is un-
derstood to be the subject of
8 license issued by that de-
partment.

)

LAND RESERVES
Lakes

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:

What is the reserve number, class,
purpose, area and vesting of Lakes
Joondalup, Gnangara, Bibra,
Monger and Forrestdale?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(80

)

Most of Lake Joondalup is in-

cluded in the folowing reserves—

(i) Class “A" reserve 31048, re-
creation and conservation of
flora and fauna, about 465.4
hectares, under joint con-
trol (Parks and Reserves Act)
of the West Australian Wild
Life Authority and the Wan-
neroo Shire Couneil

Class "C’ reserve 33206, pub-
lic recreation, 22.3715 hec-
tares, vested in the Shire of
Wanneroo  (eastern  fore-
shore).

Class “A" reserve 21708, pro-
tection of flora and fauna,
about 4.047 hectares, not vest-
ed (Malap Island).

Reserves 31048 and 21708 include
some foreshore, and portion of
Lake Joondalup is freehold.

Most of Gnangara Lake is in-
cluded in Class *“C" reserve 27279
recreation, about 108.46 hec s,
vested in the Shire of Wanneroo.

ai

i)

58.
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This reserve Includes some fore-
shore, while portion of Gnangarsa
Lake is freehold.

Most of Bibra Lake is included in
Class “A" reserve 6208, recreation,
sbout 101.17 hectares, under the
control of the Cockburn Town
Council. This reserve includes
some foreshore and adjoining
land, while portion of Bibra Lake
is freehold.

The whole of Lake Monger is in-
cluded in Class “A" reserve 8731,
pubde park and recreation,
975567 hectares, subject of @
Crown grant in trust to the City
of Perth.

This reserve Includes foreshore
and adjoining land.

Most of Forrestdale Lake s in-
cluded in Class “A™ reserve 24781,
protection of flora and fauna and
recreation, about 243.62 hectares,
vested in the Fauna Protection
Advisory Committee.

This reserve includes foreshore,
while portion of Forrestdale Lake
is freehold.

LAND RESERVES
Map: Tabling

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Lands:

Will he please table & map of the
State showing—

{a) conservation reserves;

(b) the general boundary of the
south-west region defined at
gﬂ;lse 24 of the new Mining

the general boundaries of the
systems shown at page 0-2
of the CTRC report with the
boundary separating systems
3, 4 and 5 from systems 9,
10, 11 and 12 as a thicker
Iine?

(c)

Mr RIDGE replied:

No, for reasons as follows—
(a) This is not practicable as—

(1) there are about 1000
reserves, which might be
termed “‘conservation
reserves”;

(il) the areas range from 3
hectares to 2.5 milllon
hectares;

(i) most are incapable of
cartographic representa-
tion on a map of Western
Australia;

(lv) the extraordinary amount
of work seems unwar-
ranfed.
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(b) This boundary could be defin-
ed upon & map by the Lands
Department but more approp-
rlately it should be produced
by the Mines Department.
These boundaries are not
known fo the Lands Depart-
ment and it Is understood
that several hundred detalled
maps showing boundaries of
systems and individual res-
erves are In the process of
preparation by the Depart-
ment of Conservation and
Environment.

Additionally, the informa-
tion i1s set forth in accessible
documents avallable to the
Member and is saccordingly
not a proper guestion (Ers-
kine May  Parliagmentary
Practice p. 327).

(¢)

LAND RESERVES
Ludlow Tuart Forest

A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister

for Lands:

1)

2

PFurther to question on notice
7, asked on 29th August, 1974, have
reserves 390, 2045, 2119, 9528, 9530
and 9970 been cancelled or had
their purposes amended?

If so, what are the details and
their current status?

Mr RIDGE replied:

¢}

¢}

Mr
for

Reserves Nos, 390, 2045, 2119, 9528
and 9970, declared under the Land
Act, have not been cancelled nor
have their purposes been changed.
It 1s now understood that reserves
390, 2045, 2119 and 9970 form part
of State Forest No. 2 and reserve
9528 State Forest No. 1, as is
reserve 9530 which has been can-
celled.

Answered by (1).

LAND RESERVES
Aquatic: Delineation

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Lands:

Further to questtons on notice 20
and 21 asked on 22nd April, 1975,
is 1t intended that agquatic re-
serves be delineated on public
plans and, for public convenience,
these be the same public plans
normally avallable to the public
at the Lands Department?

Mr RIDGE replied:

A decislon in regard to thls matter
has not yet been made. The ex-
tent to which the Btate has title
below low water mark has not
been determined and is relevant.

61.

HOUSING

New Community: Infrastructure Cost

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Housing:

1)

)

(3

Has the State Housing Cominis-
sion ever calculated the estimated
cost of the community infrastruc-
ture necessary for the proper es-
tablishment of a new community
within suburban Perth?

If so, could details please be pro-
vided stating the size of the com-
munity involved, the date for
which the costs are applicable,
and the type of facility included
(e.g., schools, infant health clin-
ics, suburban streets, suburban
water and power distribution)?

What are the costs if extended to
apply to larger communities (ex-
cluding major items like hospltals
and main roads)—

(a) of 50 ¢00 persons,

(b) of 75 000 persons;

(¢) of 100000 persons?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

e}
2

82.

No.
and (3) Answered by (1).

TOWN PLANNING

New Commaunity: Infrastructure Cost

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town FPlan-
ning:

n

2>

(3)

Has either the Tewn Planning
Department or the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority ever
calculated the estimated cost of
essential community infrastruc-
ture necessary for the establish-
ment of a new community within
suburban Perth?

If so, could details please be pro-
vided, stating the size of the com-
munity involved, the date for
which the costs are applicable, and
the type of facility included (eg.,
suburban streets, local water and
power distribution, schools, ete.)?

‘What are the costs if extended to
apply to larger communities (ex-
cluding major regional items ltke
hospitals and main roads)—

(a) of 50000 persons;
() of 75 000 persons;
(¢) of 100 000 persons?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

0 ))
(2}

No.
and (3) Answered by (1).
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MINERAL SANDS
Processing of Applications

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Mines:

{1} Further to tabled paper 278 and
question on notice 56 asked on
12th August, what is the present
situation in regard to the following
for the mining tenements shown—
{(a) date of application;

{b) area;

(c) date of Warden's Court hear-
ing;

(d) date of approval;

(¢} mining warden’s recommen-
datlons;

(f) conditions of approval?

(2) If any of these tenements have

not been dealt with by a mining

Warden's Court, what opportunity
is being given for public com-
ment?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) {(a) to () As per schedule, which
I seek permission to table,

(2) Al applications have been dealt
with by the Warden’s Court.

The schedule was tabled (see paper

No., 383).

QUESTIONS (11): WITHOUT NOTICE

BUILDING BOCIETIES
Interest Rates

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
I apologise for the short notice I
gave of the following question—

In an endeavour to bring build-

ing society interest rates down

by at least a further 1 per
cent—

(a) will he confer with the Aus-
trallan Treasurer with a
view to jointly underwrit-
ing the liquidity of perm-
anent building societles?

(b} Xf not, why not?

Bir CEARLES COURT replied:
I received very brlef notice from
the honourable member about
this question. Firstly I think I
should query with him how he
forms the opinion that there is
a Hquidity problem within perm-
anent building socleties, because
that is the inference one would
draw from his question.

Mr T. J. Burke: That is not sug-
gested,

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is the
basis of the question.

Mr T. J. Burke: It is not suggested.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 can only
say to the honourable member
that that is what his guestion is
all about.

2.

4

9

Mr Jamieson: He is asking a question,
not making a statement.
Mr Bertram: He said it is not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Is the answer
wanted or not? I am telling the
honourable member that his ques-
tion concerns liquidity, and we
know of no problem In respect of
liguidity with the socleties. That
is why he wants me to see the
Commonwealth Treasurer, because
there is no such animal as “the
Australian Treasurer”. The answer
to the question is as follows—
(a} and (b} The Minister for

Housing is presently examin-
Ing ways of assisting the
permanent building societies
to offer home loans at re-
duced Interest rates,

JOEN FORREST HIGH SCHOOL
Collapse of Gymnasium

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Mintster for

Works:

(1) What form will the inquiry into
the collapse of the gymnasium at
John Forrest High School take?

(2) When s the report expected?

(3) Will the report be tabled when it
is finalised?
Mr O'NEIL replied:

I thank the honourable member

for notice of this question, the

answer to which is as follows—

(1) No declsion has been made
to hold an inguiry.

(2) Following iInvestigation, a
report by Dr K. T. Kavanagh
of the Department of Civil
Engineering, TUniversity of
Western Australia, has been
received by the Public Works
Department.

(3 ¥ Is not intended to table
this report.

POLICE
Rape Cases
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

Referring to guestion 41 on to-
day’s notice paper, would he refer
to page 2225 of this year’s Hansard
for the information he seeks?

Mr O’NEIL replied:
Yes.

ELECTORAL

Metropolitan Seats: Average Enrolment

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
I refer to his answer to question
51 on today’s notice paper con-
cerning an article in The Sound
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Advertiser of the 3rd September
wherein it was reported that the
Premier had stated that there
would be about 15700 electors in
the metropolitan electorates under
the new boundaries. Would the
Premlier explain how he reconciles
the fact that he provided that
estimate for the public through
The Sound Advertiser one day
before he answered one of three
questions in this House saying
that the Government had no esti-
mate whatever of the new guota
on electors to be provided in the
metropolitan area?

Sir CHARLES COQURT replied:

Now the member for Ascot ralses
the point, I will have it researched
and reply to him by letter if he
desires before the House resumes,
or when the House resumes,
whichever he prefers.

LAND

Rockingham Lakes: Designation

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:

Adverting to question 33 on to-
day's notice paper, I am amazed
his department 1s not able to
recogrnise the term '“Rockingham
Lakes”. The names of the lakes
are the Cooloongup Lake and the
Walyungup Lake. Can he answer
the question?

Mr RIDGE replied:;

Ng, 1 am not able to do so. The
honourable member's question was
not particularly clear, The first part,
referred 10 the status of the Rock-
ingham Lakes, in the plural, while
the second part of the question
stated, "“if 1t 1s designated'”, in
the singular. If severa] lakes are
involved, his second portien of the
question does not make it clear
because it refers to only one lake.
If he is specific, I will ascertain
the Information, and if the matter
is urgent I can notify him by
telephone, or by correspondence,
whichever he desires.

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

Overseas Tour

Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) Have any departmental officers

proceeded overseas with the Min-
ister for Transport, or are any to
meet him in transit?

(2) If so, what are the detalls of these

officers and their mission?

(3) Are any other advisers or public
relations personnel to be engaged
d_ulji{;g the course of his averseas
visi

8ir CHARLES CQOURT replied:
I thank the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for some notice of the
question, the answer to which is
as follows—

(1) Yes.

{2) The Commissioner of Main
Roads will meet the Minister
for Transport in London en
route to & World Congress
of the Permanent Interna-
tional Association of Road
Congresses to be held in
Mexico City from the 12th to
the 18th Oectober. Mr Altken
is one of the flve-man Aus-
tralian delegation.

The Minister and the commis-
sioner will inspect wvarious
highway and transportation
facilities and have appropriate
discussions concerning the
latest developments in this
field In England, North
America, Mexico, and Japan.

(3) No.
I have a foothote for the infor-
mation of the honourable mem-
ber, which reads—
The above questions relate only
to transport matters.
The Minister's itinerary also
provides for discussions and in-
vestigations related to other
aspects of his portfolios,

VAM AND WEST AUSTRALIAN
GOLD DEVELOPMENT N.L.

Company Investigation

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

(1) With reference to part (3) of
question 11, of Wednesday, the
27th August, is the Minister now
able to answer the question?

{2) If not, will he please advise me by
letter?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the question,
the answer to which is as fol-
lows—

(1) and (2) A copy of the tran-
script has now been received
by the Commissioner for Cor-
porate Affairs and after it has
been considered, advice will
be forwarded to the honour-
able member.
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8. PROSECUTION OF BAYMIS UGLE

Police File

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Acting Min-
ister for Police:

Bearing jin mind that the Minister
has in his possession a telegram
which I gave to him from Baymis
Ugle agreeing to the release of
files relating to charges sagainst
Ugle, is the Minister prepared to
table the Police Department file
on Ugle?

O'NEIL replied:

As I heard the question, it is not
in the form that was advised to
me through three different sources
this morning. I think the member
for Balga added the words, “which
I gave to him”. The question pro-
posed to be asked—and I thank
the member for having advised me
of the question through three dif-
ferent sources—was—

Bearing in mind that the
Minister has in his possession
a telegram from Baymis Ugle,
agreeing to the release of
files relating to charges
against Uele, is the Minister
prepared to table the Police
Department file on Ugle?

I believe that to be the question
that was proposed to be asked. I
understand that one approach
was, in fact, from the office of the
Leader of the Opposition. That
being the case I had an opportun-
ity to make some inquiries and 1
have a prepared reply in the fol-
lowing form—

On the flle used by the hon-
ourable member during the
introduction of his motion on
‘Wednesday, the 10th Septem-
ber, there was & telegram
addressed to the honourable
member from Baymis Ugle in
which he consents to the flle
of his activities and involve-
ment in the charge of
drunkenness laid in August,
1974, being produced in Par-
liament,

However, in the time avail-
able to me I have been unable
to find any record of a tele-
gram addressed to the Minis-
ter for Police in which Ugle
agrees to the tabling of Police
Eepartment file or files on
im.

Mr B. T. Burke: Will the Minister re-

lease jt if Ugle telegrams him
to that effect?

Mr O'NEIL: That is another question.

I want to make a couple of points
for the information of the hon-
ourable member.

10.
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Firstly, the telegram—a photo-
stat of which I have—refers spe-
cifically to the file on the activi-
ties and involvement in the
charge of drunkenness lald in
August, 1974, against Ugle being
produced and used in Parliament.
It is specific to a particular
incident.

My recollection of what the hon-
ourable member had to say last
night regarding the file from
which he quoted—and I thank
him for making it available to me
—is that it already contains the
information, and has been made
available.

I want to point out further that
it is not the practice to table
police files, for a very good rea-
son, even if one person concerned
in the action agrees to such tab-
ling. It is possible for the names
of many other people to appear
on that particular file. It has
never been the practice to table
such flles in Parliament.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Dowerin Agency

Mr McPHARLIN, to the Acting Minis-
ter for Police:

Further to question 28 on the 4th
September, and question 44 on the
10th September, regarding the
closing of the Totalisator Agency
Board agency at Dowerin, if suit-
ahte alternative premises are avell-
able would the Minister consider
reopening the branch?

O'NEIL replied:
Yes.

BUILDING SOCIETIES
Interest Rates

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:

The Minister has had no notice of
my question but I am prompted to
ask it as a result of the reply
given to an earlier question by the
Premier.

The Premier said the Minister for
Housing is presently examining
ways to assist permanent building
societies to offer lower interest
rates. I ask—

(1) When was the examination
initiated? )

(2) When is the Minister lkely
be In 8 position to give
a report on the inquiry which

is being carried out?

(3) Has the Minister made any
approach to the Australian
Treasurer or the Australian
Government for co-operation
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in his efforts to achieve a
further reduction in the in-
terest rates which are charg-
ed by permanent bullding
socteties in Western Australia?
I would be satisfied if the
Minister could give me the
date, within a week, of when
inquiries were initiated.

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) to (3) I am not certain when the
iInquiries were Initiated be-
cause 1 continued to carry out
the practice of close co-
operation with the permanent
building societies when I be-
came Minister.

Regarding the specific indlca-
tion given by the Premlier in
his answer to the guestion, I
anticipate being able to an-
nounce next week the result
of one initiative which has
been taken. I have already
announced, some time ago,
that one initiative has been
taken in conjunction with a
particular permanent bulld-
ing society, Activities which
will be undertaken will be
made known within the next
two or three months. The re-
ply to the third part of the
question 1s, “No.” I have not
made any approach, and I
have no intention of doing so.

11. MENTAL HEALTH
Ross Memorial Hospital: Acquisition

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Have the P.W.D. valuers been
carrylng out inquiries at the Ross
Memorial Hospital in Forrestfield?

(2) If “Yes”, for what purpose have
the {nquiries been made?

(3) Does the Government intend to
acquire the hospital for the ac-
commodeation of the profoundly
retarded?

Sir CHARLES COURT repiied:
{1) Yes.

(2) The property was offered to the
Government, and inquiries have
been made with & view to pur-
chase, subject to satisfactory
negotiations which will inelude
architectural inspection as well as
satisfactory value.

(3) If negotiations are successful, the
purpose of the acquisition would
be for the accommodation of the
profoundly retarded.

BILLS (3): RETURNED

1. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Act Amendment Bill,

[ASBEMBLY.]

2, Transport Commission Act Amend-
ment Bill,

3. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Act Amendment Bll]l (No. 2},

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [3.10 pm.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill {s complementary to the Main
Roads Act Amendment Bill which follows,
as the provisions of that Bill require &
minor consequential amendment to the
Road Traffic Act.

It will be pointed out that the Maln
Roads Act Amendment Bill provides,
amongst other things, for an upgrading
of road classifications to {nclude a new
category of roads to bhe known as “high-
ways”. It will also dispense with the road
category of ‘“controlled-access roads”,
which a5 I will polnt out Is, in fact, not
a road classification hut a traffic control
function. That Bill will provide for the
retention of existing control of access
powers which can be applied to a section
of a classified road.

Because of that, there Is a need to
amend other Acts which refer to main
roads by expanding this term to include
the new classification of “highways”.
There is also the need to delete any
reference to the term ‘'controlled-access
roads” as this road classification will no
longer exist,

One such Act, which incidentally refers
to both main roads and controlled-access
roads in one and the same sectlon, is the
Road Traffic Act, 1974. The section of the
Road Traffic Act with which I am con-
certhed 1s section 84 dealing with the
ltabllity for damage to roads, and as I
have polnted out, amendments are neces-
sary because of the changes which will be
provided in the Main Roads Act Amend-
ment Bill,

The effects of the amendments will be
to include the term “highway” in the
definition of “Government road” and to
provide that liability to the Commissioner
of Main Roads for damage to main roads
will be extended to include the new classi-
fication of “highways” and to delete the
previous classification of “controlled-access
roads”,

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
McIver.
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister
for Labour and Industry) [3.18 pm.]): I
move—

That the Bill be now resd a second
e,

This is a Bill to amend the Workers
Compensation Act to clarify the meaning
of “weekly earnings” which js the basls
for the assessment of payment of weekly
compensation during incapsacity. Compre-
hensive amendments to the Workers’' Com-
pensation Act were sought in 1973, and
an all-party Select Committee of Inquiry
wasz apnointed by the Leglslative Couneil
and its recommendations were accepted
substantially by Parliament.

Prior to the 1973 amendment, weekly
compensation was based on flat rates for
the worker and dependants, but was
amended so that the worker's pre-injury
ordinary wage for the ordinary hours he
worked would be pald, and clause 2 of
the first schedule was altered accordingly
to convey this recommendation of the
Select Committee. This took effect on
the 27th December, 1973.

Although clause 2 was briefly stated,
those particularly concerned with the
application of industrial awards and
agreements, including the insurers them-
selves, generally accepted the clause to
mean the ordinary wages paid for the
mumbher of hours which, nnder the award,
constituted a week’s work, plus over-award
payment, but excluding overtime and
allowances. This seemed to be the object
of the Select Committee’s recommenda-
tion which expressly included over-award
payment but excluded overtime, bonuses,
and allowances.

However, & reference to the Workers’
Compensation Board in the case of a
worker who was incapacitated in an acci-
dent in the north-west and who had a
contract engagement on the basls that he
would normally work 60 hours a week, was
determined by the Workers' Compensation
Board to mean that the employee was
entitled to be compensated for the full 60
hours—$167.50 per week—whereas the rate
recognised by insurers for compensation
was for a 40-hour week under the appro-
priate award assessed at $91.40.

This case was then referred {o the State
Full Court which ruled against the board
and found that “ordinary hours” referred
to by the amendment Act meant hours
without overtime. The case went further,
to the High Court of Australia, which
reversed the judement of the State Full
Court. The High Court ruled that com-
pensation should equal a worker’s ordinary
weekly earnings before injury Including
payments for overtime normally worked.

The ramiflcations of this case could have
proved disastrous financially to Insurers if
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widely applied, but insurers have continued
to assess for compensation on the lower
quantum of hours being s week's work, A
further challenge to the insurers’ interpre-
tation is contemplated and it is considered
necessary to amend the Act to clarify the
position which could cause insurers to fail
to be able to underwrite workers’ com-
pensation if the compensable amount of
weekly earnings is not immediately brought
within the limits which premium funds
will finance,

It must be emphasised to members that
the amendments proposed are an interim
measure in order to hold the position so
that insurers can meet their financiel com-
mitments. In regard to the worker who is
injured, his compensable rate will con-
tinue to be the rate which the 1973 amend-
ment was believed to achieve; that is, 100
per cent of his ordinary wage plus over-
award payment but not to include over-
time and allowances,

Members will be aware of the publicity
given recently fo the appointment by this
Government of an inquiry with wide terms
of reference to inquire into, report on, and
recommend in respect of the future opera-
tion of the Workers’ Compensation Act.
This ingquiry has been sought by industry
and insurers in the belief that a complete
review should be conducted. Many prob-
lems have arisen and much concern has
been expressed about the steepness of
premium rates, financing, adequacy of
compensation, and other assoclated
matters. The Select Committee of 1973 In
its report stated-—

. . all witnesses agreed that the
Act through successive amendments
since its inception in 1912, has become
exceedingly complex,

It would be no exaggeration to say
there are very few people Indeed who
would have a total understanding of
all the provisions of the Act.

It is strongly recommended by your
Committee therefore that a small ex-
pert Committee should be set up to
clarify and adjust the Act. In short,
to rewrite it . . .

Clause 2 of the Bill deletes and reinserts
a new clause 2 of the first schedule. It
attempts reasonably to provide across-the-
board cover for workers in different types
of industry, piece workers, workers with
concurrent contracts, part-time workers
and the like so that an appropriate award
can be fairly applied to assess 8 weekly
rate to compensate equitably & worker in-
capacitated by injury or industrial disease.

Clause 2 (a) is designed to cover the
worker who is pald on a time basis and
whose conditions are normally regulated
by an industrial award or agreement, or
application of such by common rule may
be appropriate.

Clause 2 (b) will embrace the pilece
worker and should cover sdequately such
workers employed in the mining industry.
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A piece worker is often distinguished from
other workers only in that he is paid in
accordance with the gquantum of work
done, whereas ordinary workers have their
remuneration calculated on a time basis,
Piece rates are designed to reward ability
and output ang it is the essence of the
system to enable such a worker to earn
more than & time worker. He is paid
according to what he does and is an
employee—as distinet from contract work
done under conditions which exciude the
relationship of employer and employee.

In both clauses 2(a) and 2(b) the basls of
compensgtion is not on an actual earn-
ings-related basis in all cases, particularly
in the case of a worker who may be re-
munerated very highly under an agree-
ment for engagement on piece rates, bonus,
or commisston, at rates which may even
form part of the award. That agreement
is disregarded and the assessment is made
on the ordinary earnings for the hours
which constitute 8 week's work, under the
award, for a similar category of worker
net on any special rates.

In the case of a part-tlme worker who
is embloyed solely In one job on a part-
time basis, compensation will be assessed
at the pro rate rate which the number of
hours actually worked has to the hours
in a week’s work. This pro rale payment
is the assessment made at present by in-
surers for a part-time worker.

On the other hand a person who may
be performing two or more jobs durlng a
week will obtain the henefit of the com-
pensable amount for a week's work under
the award relevant to the work being done
at the time of the injury.

Representations from the Confederation
of W.A. Industry, W.A. Employers’ Federa-
tion, Chamber of Manufactures, Chamber
of Mines, Chamber of Commerce and
Insurance Council of Australia sought a
number of amendments, but in the light
of the pending wide-scale inquiry, those
bodies were informed that a sole amend-
ment, purely as 2 holding measure, would
be introduced and that &l parties would
then have the opportunity to place their
views before the inquiry.

Representatives of the W.A, Trades and
Lahor Council who recently saw me on
this matter have also been informed sac-
cordingly fogether with the members of
the Minister for Labour Industrial Rela-
tions Advisory Committee. I commend the
EBill to the House. ’

Debate adjourned, on motilon by Mr
Hartrey.

MAIN ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) (3.24 pm.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

ASSEMBLY .1

Before proceeding with my prepared notes,
I point out to the member for Avon that
the notes on the Road Traffic Act Amend-
ment Bill handed to the honourable mem-
ber were not the same as the speech I
delivered, and I suggest he obtains from
Hansard a copy of my speech.

The Bill which members now have be-
fore them concerns a number of amend-
ments to the Main Roads Act, 1930-1974,
which are required in order to update the
Act commensurate with the functioning of
the State road authority in the present
day and age. These amendments relate
to the following four distinet matters—

(1) updating of the road classifica-

tion system;

(2) temporary closure of highways
and main roads to prevent
damage;

(3) authority to borrow moneys; and

{4) updating of contract celling
amounts.

In dealing with the road classification
system, I should explain {o members that
the present basic classifications contained
within the Main Roads Act were intro-
duced in the 1820s and consist of main
roads and developmental roads. With the
passage of time, these classifications have
proved to be inadequate to cope with the
major changes in the economy and trans-
port operations of this State.

This road classification contains a num-
ber of serious shortcomings. For example,
sections of roads are classed as develop-
mental when the Commissioner of Main
Roads allocates funds for thelr improve-
ment. The effect has been that there is
now a patchwork of numerous uncon-
nected short lengths of road classed as
developmental roads and I em sure that
all members will see the obvious advan-
tages of replaclng this patchwork of
unconnected road sections with a desig-
nated system of roads serving develop-
mental purposes.

Also, the term “important secondary
roads” has been of necessity used admin-
istratively by the Main Roads Department
to describe those roads which are not main
roads but which are more important than
developmental roads and hence require a
higher level of financial assistance for
their improvement. However the des-
criptive term “important secondary roads”,
while administratively necessary, has no
legal significance whatsoever and there is
no such classification provided for in the
Main Roads Act. There is also the need
to upgrade the status of our most busy
main roads and those carrylng out the
most important funetions to that of “high-
ways',

Consequently it should be apparent to
all members that the existing c¢lassification
of roads within the Act has fallen behind
the times and it is therefore proposed
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that the Main Roads Act be amended to
provide that the road system for which the
State road authority will accept either
whole or part financial responsibility be
reclassified on a functional basis into
“highways”, “main roads” and “secondary
roads”. Such a system would produce 8
more rational classification which would
also be in line with current usage and the
classifications of the other States.

Under the proposed classification, the
Main Roads Department would accept full
financial responsibility for higchways and
main roads, &s it now does for main roads
and it would make substantial contribu-
tions towards the construction of second-
ary roads, as it now does with important
secondary roads and developmental roads.

May I peint out to members that local
authorities will not he disadvantaged hy
the proposed new system of road classifica-
tion. In fact after this Bill is passed it is
planned subsequently to revise the clas-
sified mileage of roads so that overall some
2 400 kilometres of road will be added as
either “highways” or “main roads" to the
classified system thus relieving local auth-
orities of the financial responsibility they
have at present for these roads.

As members would realise, I am having
difficulty in speaking. I am often criticised
for not using my voice loudly enough, but
I am having difficulty at the moment,

The SPEAKER. Order! I ask members
to reduce the level of conversation.

Mr O'NEIL: With regard to the road
sections at present known as develop-
mental, these road sections will be replaced
by a classified system to be known as '‘sec-
ondary roads” and the Main Roads De-
partment will ¢ontinue to make substan-
tial econtributions towards the upkeep of
this system. Provision also is being made
for the commissioner to construct or assist
in the construction of roads other than
classified roads which may be necessary
to meet the needs of a particular area.

In the 1950s, provision was made in the
Main Roads Act for a further road class
which was known as “controlled-access
roads”. The amendments in the Bill now
before us propose that this road class be
deleted but that the control of access
powers be retained so that they can be
applied to sections of "highways”, “main
roads” or “secondary roads’, or land
acquired for the purpose of building these
roads in future. I am sure members will
appreciate that this is a more rational
procedure as “control of access” is es-
sentially a traffic control measure to be
applied to a section of a highway, main
road, or secondary road rather than a
road classification in itself.

The Bill also proposes to pravide the
Commissioner of Main Roads with specific
power for the temporary closure of
highways and main roads under his con-
trol. While Iocal authorities have the
power by virtue of a model by-law under
the Local Government Act for temporary
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closure of roads under their control, there
is no such specific power for road closure
in the Main Roads Act and this is an
anomaly. In practice, the commissioner
has to rely on a general power within the
Act relating to the proper management
of main roads or co-opt the services of
a local authority in order to close a main
road for a temporary period to prevent
damage, and this is an unsatisfactory
situation.

There are two maln purposes to be
achieved by this proposed amendment.
There is often a need, for safety reasons,
to close roads for short perlods due to
heavy rain and flooding and this applies
particularly in the north of the State
where closures may extend for several days
and motorists can be in considerable
danger if they are permitted to use the
roads. There is also the need follawing
on heavy rain and flooding to close a road
for a temporary period to protect the road
itself, on some occasions from heavy traf-
fle and on other occasions from all traffic.

As I have previously mentioned, the
powers contained within this proposed
amendment are similar to those contained
in the local authority model by-law for
closure of roads for a period not exceed-
ing 28 consecutive days, and the proposed
penalties for infringements are similar to
those provided under the Road Traffic Act
for similar offences. I feel therefore that
all members will support this proposal to
overcome a shortecoming within the Main
Roads Act in relation to protecting the
main road system of the State.

A further clause in the Bill is to enable
the Commissioner of Main Roads to borrow
money for carrving out the purposes of
the Act. Members will recall that this
Chamber passed similar legislation last
year which enabled the Art Gallery Boerd
to borrow money.

To meet circumstances such ag those to
which I shalt refer, it is considered desir-
able that the Main Roads Department
should have power to borrow funds,
Similar powers are possessed by the State
road authority in New South Wales and
some other authorities in this State.

At the present time the Commissioner of
Main Roads is considering the construc-
tlon of a divisional office in Port Hedland.
This office is urgently required in order
to accommeodate engineers, surveyors,
draftsmen, and other technical and cleri-
cal suppert staff directly concerned with
the investigation, desigh, construction, and
maintenance of works being undertaken
pursuant to the provisions of the Main
Roads Act.

I should peint out to members that
expendlture of this type is not acceptable
as expenditure from ¥Federal road funds.
Certain other items Including expenditure
for the purpose of providing departmental
housing are also not acceptable. Therefore,
State funds must be used for such pur-
poses and in some cases State funds are
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not sufficlent to meet pressing needs. In
addition, loan funds may be necessary In
the future to construct large road or bridge
projects when sufficient Federal funds or
State revenue are not available.

This clause of the Bill proposes in effect
that the Commissioner of Main Roads
should have borrowing powers similar to
those possessed by the Art Gallery Board,
and as with the Art Gallery Board the
exercise of this power should be subject to
Treasury approval. In fact the form of
the borrowing authority contained in this
clause is as suggested by the Treasury.

With respect to this borrowing power,
may I point out to members that succes-
sive Governments have accepted that it iIs
a perfectly normal function for varlous
State instrumentalities to have the right to
borrow, To meet the circumstances to
which I referred earller, it 15 proposed
that this power be extended to the Com-
missioner of Main Roads for the purpose
of improving the functioning of the Main
Roads Department.

A further proposal contained in this Bill
provides for a proposed amendment to the
Main Roads Act which is required in order
to lessen the burden on the Minister for
Transport of the paper work involved in
what are after gll only relatively unimpor-
tant administrative approvals. I am now
speaking of section 18 of the Maln Roads
Act which provides that the written ap-
proval of the Minister for Transport is
required for the letting of contracts In
excess of $2 000.

If I may briefly acquaint members with
the history of this limit I am sure the
whole matter will be viewed In its proper
perspective. The $2 000 imit in the Act has
applied to the Main Roads Department
since 1930 and has remained unchanged at
that amount ever since.

Of course, in 1930 $2 000 or £1 000 as 1t
was then, constituted a very substantial
sum. However, by today’s standards $2 000
has not the same significance and the
number of contracts which fall within this
category has increased considerably, as also
have the demands on the time of the
Minister occupying the portfollo of Min-
ister for Transport or, for that matter, any
other portfolio,

As a matter of interest and as an indi-
catlon of the order of magnitude of the
change in money values, in 1930-31 gross
expenditure by the Main Roads Depart-
ment amounted to $1.1 million whereas,
by 1974-75, this had increased to $82.9
million. As a result, many minor con-
tracts have heen brought above the $2 000
limit which previously would have been
exempt. In order to offset the effects of
the decline in money values, it is proposed
in this clause to amend the Act to pro-
vide that the present limit be ralsed to
$50 000 ns this is regarded as a more
realistic fizure in the present day.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I am sure members will appreciate that
each of the matters I have dealt with in
this Bill is necessary for the updating of
the Main Roads Act in keeping with the
functioning of the State road authority
in the present age.

To implement the clauses of this Bill
minor consequential amendments are also
necessary to the Road Trafic Act, in
respect of which an amending Bill has
been introduced, and to the Local Govern-
ment Act, in respect of which I think an
amending Bill {s already on the notice
paper to be moved hy my colleague. I
commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Meclver.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2}

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Minister for
Works) [3.40 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

ime.

There is a flve-year limitatlon in the term
of any contract entered into by the Com-
missioner of Railways in respect of collec-
tion and delivery of goods oulside the
Hmits of the railway and to set the rates
and charges for such services.

It has recently been found that some
projects, particularly those which require
companies to invest in rolling stoek, have
a defined period which is greater than five
years.

Members will appreciate that companies
concerned require their investment in roll-
ing stock protected over the total life of
the project and this legislation is belng
introduced to provide this.

It will be noticed that the amendment
does not extend the commissioner’s exist-
ing power but gives the Minister at the
time authority to approve contracts up to
a term of 20 vears.

Any contracts for a term heyond that
would be subject to tabling in Parliament,
and be subject to disellowance.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
MecIver.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (Ne. 3)

Second Reading

MR RUSHTON (Dale—Minister for
Local Government) [3.42 pm.): I move—
That the Bill he now read a second
time,

In his second reading speech on the Main
Roads Act Amendment Bill, the Minister
explained to members that a minor conse-
quential amendment to the Local Govern-

ment Act also would be necessary.
The section of the Local Government
Act which needs amending is section 359
which provides for the construction of
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crossings from premises, other than resi-
dential premises, into main roads.

As a result of the new road category of
“highways” introduced under the Main
Roads Act Amendment Bill, and for which
the Commissioner of Main Roads is res-
ponsible, it 1z necessary to extend the
term “main roads” used in section 359
of the Local Government Act to include
the new road classification of “highways”.

I commend the Bill t¢ the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.
T. Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

Sitting suspended from 343 to 4.03 p.m.

BEEF INDUSTRY COMMITTEE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL {(No. 2)

Second Reading

MR OLD (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [4.04 p.m.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

There s little need to expand to members
on the current difficulties being experl-
enced by beef producers. Members will
also recollect the introduction of the Beef
Industry Committee Bill in 1974 which
provided for the setting by a committee of
minimum prices for ecertain specified
classes and welght ranges of beef, with
the aim of achleving reasonable price re-
turns for producers for beef sold on the
domestic market. The original legislation
was inlroduced at the request of all seg-
ments of the industry.

There have been difficulties in the exe-
cution of this legislation and these are
acknowledged, but broadly speaking it has
been effective in maintaining prices for
beef in Western Australin at above those
which have existed In Eastern States’
markets. The effectiveness of the scheme
has, to some extent, been eroded and been
made more difficult to operate than anticl-
pated, because of the high percentage of
beef which has been submitted for sale and
which has fallen outside the classifications
used by the committee and by some im-
ports of cattle and carcase meast.

In 1974 the period of heavy supply had
largely gone before the scheme became
operative. However, this year the scheme
will have to operate throughout the period
of heavy supply and provision must be
made for the committee to have power of
supply management in order to regulate
supplies of beef coming forward which are
suitable for the home market and fall with-
in the classes and weight ranges which are
covered by the minimum price scheme.

There is also provislon for extension
of legislation to a date to be decided by
the Government. This covers—

recognition of the role of adjudicators
appointed by the committee;
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the payment of sitting fees to commit-
tee members and the meeting of
the costs incurred by other persons
in earrying out their duties In re-
lation to the committee;

the setting of different prices in diff-
erent parts of the State in order
to allow for freight differentials—
a practice which has been auth-
orised by the committee will now
be given legislative backing; and

the appointment of a secretary to the
commitiee.

I have previously publicised the proposed
plan for supply management. It will in-
volve the issuing of tags by the members
of the Western Australian Livestock Sales-
men's Association to farmers up to the
number estimated to be required weekly
to supply the domestic market—say 5 000
per week. Tagged cattle which are sent
forward for auction will be sold in the
first sale of the day and will be covered
by the minimum price scheme. Export
types, untagged cattle, and cattle not con-
sidered suitable for trade purposes will
be sold at a subsequent sale. It is neces-
sary to give an adjudicator power to auth-
orise sale of stock of the classes and
welght ranges prescribed by the committee,
at less than the minimum price in this
later sale.

Some 20 per cent of the tags issued each
week will be reserved for use in private
sale situations. The Western Australian
Livestock Salesmen’s Association has as-
sured me that tags will be issued wilthout
fear or favour and will be equally available
to people who are not clients of agents
as they are to people who are clients.

We all know that this scheme is based
on the will of all segements of the industry
to co-operate. It will be the responsibility
of producers, agents, abattoir management,
and the trade to make the scheme success-
ful. If this does not prove to be the case
alternative arrangements will be imple-
mented by the committee to ensure all
scheme cattle purchased for the domestic
market are bought at or above the mini-
mum prices set.

Two provisions In the scheme alm at
assisting the committee in determining the
purchases of scheme cattle and the precise
prices paid for scheme cattle.

In the first, provision is made for records
to be kept by abattoirs, auctioneers, and
purchasers of beef, and for these records
to be available to a person suthorised to
see them.

Similarly there is provision for these
people to make such returns to the com-
mittee as are prescribed. This information
can be required under the draft legis-
lation within a specified time and on the
basits of statutory declaration.

To assist the House in its consideration
of this legislation I would like to provide
some filgures. Based on the Australian
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Bureau of BStatistics figure of almost
714 000 beef cows and heifers over one
year of age held on farms at the 2i1st
March, 1974, it is calculated that based on
a 75 per cent calving and 70 per cent
marketing of calves, there would be a pro-
duction of baby heef in 1975 of almost
375 000. It is estimated on the basis of
the difference between production and ex-
port that the average weekly demand in
the south-west is for between 5500 and
6 000 carcases, although this may be a
slight underestimate.

At a consumption of 6000 carcases per
week, consumption in the four months
from the 1st October to the 31st January
will be approximately 102 000. Potential
production is therefore almost three times
as great as estimated domestic demand.
This does not take into account steer beef
which has been held over from 1974 calv-
ing and has yet to be sold.

This is the first time that an attempt
has been made to implement a scheme of
this type in Australia through a period of
oversupply. FProblems will exist and it
will be up to the committee to resolve
these problems. It is to be hoped that
they will be overcome by the goodwill and
co-operation of the total industry.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
H. D. Evans.

Message: Appropriations
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the Bill

INVENTIONS BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 26th August.

MR MAY (Clontarf) [4.11 p.m.]: This
Bill intends to provide assistance to per-
sons undertaking the development or ex-
ploitation of inventions, and to establish
an inventions advisory committee. The
Opposition welcomes this piece of legisla-
tion because it is worth while and has been
required for some time.

I have had a certain amount of contact
with the Inventors Association over a
period and it has expressed its apprecia-
tion of the faect that this measure has
finally come to Parliament. For some
time there has been a fragmentation of
effort on behalf of independent inventors
and they have not known from whom to
seek support or how to get their message
across. Now they will have a central point
in the committee to which they will he
abhle to submit their ideas and from which
they will he able to obtain assistance if the
committee feels such assistance is war-
ranted.

A epreat deal of publicity has been
afforded independent inventors in recent
years because of a very interesting tele-
vision programme called “The Inventors”.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Opposition considers that several
aspects of the legislation should be
studied and we hope the Minister will do
this and give us answers during his
reply. We do not intend to oppose the
measure, but we do consider that some
areas require clarification.

The Australian Government provides &
form of assistance through its Depart-
ment of Manufacturing Industry. The
assistance is not given under an Act as
is our intention, but it is provided for all
inventors who can convingce the depart-
ment that they warrant it. The depart-
mont insists that the applicant must be
rermanently resident In Australia, but
does not make any differentiation between
the States. The Bill before us will provide
assistance only if the invention is likely
to lead to the estabiishment of an industry
in the State, will be of significant benefit
to any industry already establish2d in the
State, or will be of advantage to the State
in any other way. I consider that this is
a littie short sighted because on occasions
an invention can be of assistance to Aus-
tralia generally and in those circumstances
the assistance must also spread to this
State as well. I hope the Minister will
indicate the reason for this provision. As
I have indicated, no such restriction ap-
plies in the case of the Commonwealth
Department of Manufacturing Industry
which helps everyone, Irrespective of the
State of residence,

The maximum assistance provided by
the Department of Manufacturing Indus-
try is $10 000. The Bill before us does not
specify any amount so I assume each in-
vention will be assessed on its merits.

Recently I was approached by a Western
Australian who had invented an article
he felt would be of great assistance. It
was a pressure relief unit. The Minister
is probably aware of the invention. He
approached me because he had difficulty
in ascertaining whom to approach Ifor
assistance. He had made numerous ad-
vances to the Department of Industrial
Development, the Metropolitan Water
Board and several private firms. Finally
he obtained assistance, but the continual
frustration he faced previously nearly
made him abandon the invention. Ulti-
mately he was put on the right track by
the department and finally his invention
has been accepted. Even the Metropolitan
Water Board considers it is a worth-while
unit and is prepared to use it under
certain conditions.

I have now received a letter from the
gentleman concerned thanking me for my
efforts, but, in particular, expressing
appreciation of the efforts of the depart-
ment on his behalf.

Once the legislation before us is passed,
inventors will have & central point to
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contact and, if considered worthy, will
obtain the assistance they require from
the committee.

The Inventors Association is pleased
with the representsation it will have on the
committee. It feels it has been very well
treated. Four members on the committee
will be members of the Western Australian
hranch of the body known as the Inventors
Association of Australia, and they will be
appointed after consultation hetween the
Minister and the branch of the association.
As I have said, the association is pleased
with the provision. Its only concern is about
the possibility of one of its members being
penalised as a result of beinz a member
of the committee. I have given notice of
an amendment on this aspect because it
appears that the members of the commit-
tee will serve for a considerable time and
theyltdo not want to be penalised as a
result.

We have ane other point we would like
the Minister to study. Actually this applies
not only to the legislation before us, hut
also to many other measures. We find
that legislation continually uses the words,
“in the state of mind of the Minlister”
and other similar expressions inecluding,
“as the Minister thinks fit". One Bill on
the notice paper at the moment uses this
type of phraseology more than 30 times.
Such expressions should be deleted from
our legislation.

We had s lengthy debate on this issue
when we were dealing with the emergency
fuel Bill and when those on this side of the
House indicated they were not happy with
it. Such expressions are creeping in all
the time and I think the Parliamentary
Draftsman should be alerted to the fact
that this type of phraseclogy In legisla-
tion is not considered to be good. If we
can use the expression ''as the Minister
thinks fit”, we could just as easily use the
expression, “as the Minister determines”,
which is far more appropriate and does
not have a similar sinister connotation as
“the state of mind of the Minister” or “as
the Minister thinks fit”. In cortain in-
stances the Minister must delegate his
powers to an officer of his department
and with the inclusion of the expressions
to which I have referred, that officer is
placed in the same position.

That is the sort of thing we could leave
out of legislation, ang I sincerely trust
Ministers will examine the possibility of
precluding that type of phraseology when
legislation is drafted.

We do not see any difficulty assoeiated
with the Bill and I do not intend to delay
its passage by speaking at length. We feel
it is worth-while legislation and there
has heen a need for it for some time. It
will now be a matter of notifying the pub-
lic of what is available to independent in-
ventors. Independent inventors are respon-
sible for approximately 20 per cent of the

2807

patents in the world, and have heen re-
sponsible for some outstanding inventions.

Recently I read an article concerning
inventors which was published in America.
The people in that country are very con-
sctous of the value of independent inventors
and they receive considerable assistance.
The larger companies permit their em-
ployees to have access to all the necessary
expertise and facilitles in the hope that
they will come up with inventions.

This type of legislation will assist those
independent inventors who have the know-
ledge, but not the facilities, to put their
thoughts into practice. We suppeort the Bill,
and will discuss a few other matters dur-
ing the Committee stage.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat—Minister for
Industrial Development) [4.22 pm.]: I
thank the honourable member for his sup-
port of this measure. He is quite right in
saying that most of the novel inventions
are by independent inventors. Perhaps it is
equally correct to say that whilst this is
s0, nothing will actually change with the
implementation of this Bill if it becomes
an Act, because people who had thoughts
about inventions usually came to the De-
partment of Industrial Development seek-
ing help.

There is always a large section of peaple
who come to the department with projects
which are not feasible and cannot be fol-
lowed through. In those cases, of course—
human nature being what it is—the de-
partmental officers or the Minister Iis
blamed for not providing help.

Considerable thought has been given to
this matter and this Bill is the result.
It has been decided that it would be more
equitable, and in the interests of these
independent inventors, if their brothers sat
in judgement on their inventions. Hence,
the committee will comprise largely mem-
bers of the Inventors Association of Aus-
tralia. If the proposed inventions advisory
committee recommends that a proposal is
not worth while, or that it is a duplication,
or that it i{s not feasible, at least the de-
partmental officers and/or the Minister
will be assured that the decision concern-
ing the invention has been reached as &
result of consideration by fellow inventors.

The member for Clontarf asked why
the Bill specified that an invention ought
to be in some way in the interests of the
State for the inventor to receive assistance.
The simple answer is that the State Gov-
ernment is charged primarily with the re-
sponsibility for the affairs of the State,
We all know that according to the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, the Commonwealth has certain
enumerated powers. We also know that
over the period the Federation has devei-
oped, the Commonwealth Government has
taken unto itself the authority to dabble,
legislatively as well as administratively, in
areas which are not its responsibility, One
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of those areas comes under my portfollo
of Industrial Development.

It appears to me to be equitable that if
the Commonwesalth Government takes it
upon itself to be in charge of implement-
ing certain measures which to my mind
at; least—and to the minds of other people
also—are clearly State responsibilities,
and the State develops legislation
within the sphere of its own responsibility
it should be responsible mainly for the
interests of the citizens in that particular
State.

Perhaps that is theoretical reasoning,
but the practical reasoning, as we all know,
involves a matter of funds. If we were
to expand the proposed facility to people
whose Inventions are in the interests of
other States of Australia, and other
countries of the world, we would find we
would not have the budgetary facilities to
do so efiiclently. Even with this measure
I would not like to create the impression
that boundless facllities will suddenly be
made available to everyone.

This will he & humble beginning. Once
the proposed Inventions advisory commit-
tee considers a proposition to be worth
while we can fake the inventor by the
hand and guide him to an institution
where his invention can be further de-
veloped. The member for Clontarf has
already mentioned one particular instance.
Whether the organisation to which we
direct an inventor is a private enterprise
business, a research institution within a
university, or any other {institution re-
mains to be seen,

I deliberately do not want to deal with
some of the matters mentioned by the
member for Clontarf because they can
be better dealt with during the Committee
stage.

The member for Clontarf mentioned a
particular aspect regarding the termin-
ology used In drafting legislation, and he
referred to ministerial discretion. I recell
that the Opposition has taken exception
to the time-honoured method of drafting
Bills, when these experlences refer to
ministerial discretion. Apparently this ex-
pression, “as the Minister sees fit”, is
considered to be the best availahle by the
Crown Law Department. It seems the
intention is that the Minister should have
some discretion because the term appears
in all legislation irrespective of whether
it has been introduced by one party or
another. I would polnt out that because a
certain expression in a Bill is objectionable
to an Opposition, that does not make the
expression wrong. The honourable mem-
ber objected to the expression “as the
Minister sees fit”.

The SPEAKER: Is this not Committee
discussion?

Mr MENSAROS: I am replylng to a
matter brought up by the member for
Clontarf during the second reading debate.

[ASSEMBLY.}

If the member for Clontarf objects to the
expression simply because it appears in
other legisiation, my reply is that perhaps
he should look towards the Press gallery,
where above the Speaker’'s Chalr he will
see Honi soit qui mal y pense—evil to him
who evil thinks. Perhaps in English that
could be further developed to mean,
“Beauty is In the eye of the beholder”.
It is not necessarily so that the expression
should imply that something is wrong.

Perhaps at some future time the legal
officers of the Crown Law Department wlll
change the expression to, “at the discre-
tion of the Minister”, and that will take
care of everything. However, I have a
Crown Law Department reply to the ques-
tton if it comes up during the Committee
stage,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short Title—

Mr MAY: There is on the notice paper
an amendment in my name in connection
with the actual wording of the short title
in clause 1. The Bill itself provides for an
Act to enable assistance to be provided
but the short title is “Inventions Act,
1975, There is no doubt this legislation
1s designed to provlde assistanece to inven-
tors but on reading the short title one
would not have any idea what the legisla-
tion related to. The insertion of the word
“*Assistance” in the short title would give
an indication what the legislation was
about. The word ‘‘assistance” appears all
the way through the Bill. The fund itself
is to be known as the “Inventions Assis-
tance Trust Fund”. This is the reason for
our amendment.

I think the Minister should give con-
sideration to accepting the amendment so
that there Is no doubt in anybody’s mind
what the Bill is all about. I move an
amendment—

Page 1, line 7—Insert after the word
“Inventions” the word ‘'Assistance”.

Mr MENSAROS: Despite the fact that I
did not receive the amendment very long
ago, I was In a position to discuss it with
departmental officers and the Crown Law
Department and to glve some thought to
it myself. At first it appealed to me be-
cause, if nothing else, it makes better
reading.

However 1 was advised—and I consid-
ered the advice—that if we insert the
word “Assistance” in the short title it
might create the impression that the only
reason for the implementation of the leg-
islation was to give assistance to inventors.
This is not so because, as I tried to explain
during the second reading debate, perhaps
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an overwhelming number of the total
number of inventions which come up are
not feasible.

I must admit that the reason I person-
ally mooted this legislation, after some
months’ experience of these people coming
to the Minister and the department, was
to shed the possibility of blame being laid
upon departmental officers, or even the
Minister, in cases where an invention ap-
peared to be not feasible, The work of
the advisory committee would therefore
not only be to give assistance to inventors
but also in many cases to recommend that
no assistance be given.

As I said during the second reading de-
bate, the assistance could take any form,
and to emphasise unduly the word “assis-
tance” would perhaps create the impres-
sion in the minds of some pecple that the
State would give them a huge amount of
monetary assistance. Much as the State
Government wouid like to do so, it 1s nol In
g position to think about huge sums of
money, setting up someone in a manu-
facturing plant, or something like that.
It can only give advice and perhaps a
gma}cl fund to put people on the right
rack.

That is the reason I was advised to op-
pose the amendment, and after considera-
tlon I have accepted the advice. I there-
fore oppose the amendment.

Mr MAY: I do not altogether accept
the reasons given by the Minister. I will
not press the amendment because it is not
of considerable moment, but the Depart-
ment of Manufacturing Industry saw fit
to call its scheme the Assistance to Inven-
tors Scheme. Surely the same conditions
would apply in hoth the Australian and
Western Australian scene. If some inven-
tors will not be assisted, the same thing
would apply in the Eastern States. The
Commonwealth Government is looking for
grants of up to $10000. If it is good
enough for the Commonwealth to want to
assist inventors and csll its scheme the
Assistance to Inventors Scheme, I think it
is good enough for us to mention assis-
tance in the short title of our legislation.

We do not think the Government should
be worried about this. The amendment
would mean only that the short title of
the Bill would give an indication to any-
body seeking assistance that this was a
vehicle through which he could seek to
obtain it. We hgope the Minister will give
second thoughts to it.

Mr HARTREY: I support the amend-
ment, not because of something the Com-
monwealth did but because it is only com-
mon sense. The member for Clontarf is
quite right in saying this is in effect an
inventions assistance Bill. Why not say
so? The title “Inventions Act” would im-
ply something entirely different in the
English language—that we were setting uvp
an organisation to check inventions, per-
haps even proposing to Impose taxes on
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inventions, or that we were proposing to
do something different from what we oare
actually proposing to do, which is to as-
sist inventors and assist the promotion of
inventions, The matter is best expressed
as the “Inventions Assistance Act”.

Being most unmechanically minded,
I do not set myself up as an authority
on inventions—although I was astounded
when I was admitted to the Bar in 1938
to find my admission made me a patents
attorney—hut I am something of an auth-
ority on the English language, and I say
if we are going to call an Act an "Inven-
tions Act' when the primary object of the
legislation is the assistance of inventors
and inventions, in preference to saying
what we mean, I do not know why we
should do so. We should say what we
mean, and I support the member for Clon-
tarf in saying we should call it the “In-
ventions Assistance Act”. If the Crown
Law Department does not lke it, who
cares? It does not run this country and it
never will,

Mr MENSAROS: Out of courtesy I will
reply to the honourable member. It is
precisely for the reasons he mentioned
that I am inclined not to accept the am-
endment. We want to say what we are
doing, The honourable member said that
the short title of the Bill suggests we will
check on inventions, and that is precisely
what we will do. We cannot guarantee
assistance; we cannot give asslstance in
every case; and it is for this reason I ask
the (t.",omm:ttee to vote against the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 3 put and passed.

Clause 4; Minister may provide or ar-
range assistance in relation to inventions—

Mr MAY: The Opposition s a little
concerned about this eclause. During my
second reading speech I pointed out that
the particular phraseology—“as the Min-
ister thinks fit"—has been seen In a num-
ber of Bills introduced recenily in this
Parliament. T do no{ think there Is a need
for the particular phraseology. It is easy
to say, “as the Minister may specify”’, or,
“as the Minister may determine”, irres-
pective of the type of legislation. I feel
this expresston is quite out of character
with parliamentary language; 1t is wrong
to include such phrases as, “as the Min-
ister thinks fit”, or, “a fit and proper per-
son”,

I have discussed this matter with the
private members’ Parliamentary Drafis-
man, and he is of the same opinion. He
cannot see why this expression has crept
into legislation when other words would
be more appropriate, It is in Parliament
that such matters should be rectified. If
the Parliamentary Draftsman chooses to
use this language, we should attempt to
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correct it. The phrase does not have any
bearing on the legislation, but in my opin-
ion it is a sinister type of phraseclogy.
I helieve the Minister should give serious
conslderation to my proposal. I move an
amendment—

Page 3, line 24—Delete the words
“thinks fit” with a view to substitut-
ing the words "may specifs”.

Mr MENSAROS: The member for Clon-
tarf says that it makes no difference
whether or not the words are used in the
Bill. He even described the words as being
sinister. I wonder how he came to this
conclusion, because he should know that
the word “sinister’” means left. I do not
know whether he means the words are
from the left hand side which automatle-
ally implies they are bad.

Mr May: That {s exactly what you are
doing—you are putting a sinister conno-
tation on my use of that word.

Mr MENSAROQS: But that is what the
word means.

Mr May: It is only in the mind.

Mr MENSAROS: We are discussing an
important measure, but it is not world
shattering. We do not disagree fhat we
wish to express the same thing, so why
should we change the phraseology? Des-
pite the fact that I agree wholeheartedly
with the member for Boulder-Dundas that
the Crown Law Department does not run
the country, the Government i{s not in a
position to consult legal advisers other
than those in the Crown Law Depart-
ment every day. I believe the member for
Boulder-Dundas will admii that we must
ask for advice on occasions, especially on
legal technical matters. The advice re-
celved from the Crown Law Department is
as follows—

Parliamentary Counsel is of the
view that the amendment to substitute
the words “may specify” do not seem
appropriate as any specifications which
the Minister thinks fit would be con-
tained in the security documents. Sub-
clause 3, paragraph (¢} may be
simply paraphrased “the Minister may
take such security ar otherwise as he
thinks fit”. In these circumstances,
the proposed amendment to Clause 4
does not seem appropriate.

I think I will leave the matter there, al-
though a debate on the use of these words
would be very interesting. I must say that
I prefer the words used by the member for
Clontarf in his comments to those appear-
ing on the notice paper, which I believe
could be just as sinister—to use his words
—as the phrase in the measure. At some
future time the words suggested might be
accepted, but if objected to in particular
legislation, they may lead to equal or more
opposition.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Mr HARTREY: Perhaps the words “may
determine” are better than the werds “may
specify”, but I certainly think the mem-
ber for Clontarf has a point. It is not a
question of law but a question of plain
English. Must we reslgn ourselves to the
fact that none of us knows good English
excepnt the people at the Crown Law De-
partment—although their brand of English
is not one I admire?

Mr Skidmore: Certainly not the way
they put some things together.

Mr HARTREY: In regard to the 'sin-
ister” aspect of the expression, as the
Minister said, the word “sinister” means
“left”. This Interpretation arose because
some 2 000-odd years ago the superstitious
Romans thought that if it thundered on
the right it was a good omen, and if on
the left, it was a bad omen! Because
“ginister” is the Latin for “left", that word
has an ill-omenhed meaning in English,

Mr MAY: The words contained in the
minute from the Crown Law Department
which the Minister read confirm what I
have to say. The Minister said he could
not run around to obtain legal advice from
here and there. However, I point out that
I obtained legal advice from a Crown Law
officer. Here we have an example of a
variance of gpinion in the Crown Law
Department. I thought a better phrase was,
“as the Minisier determines”, but the
grgwn Law cfficer altered this to “as speci-

ed".

When g Minister delegates his powers,
it will be an officer who determines a
particular matter. Surely if the Minister is
away and the officer, in a situation where
he thinks fit, determines something, it is
a most untenable situation, I do not see
why the Minister is so emphatic about not
accepting the amendment. Surely he will
agree that we do not want phrases of this
type in legislation, and other words should
be used where possible. I am quite sure the
Opposition would agree with a suggestion
to substitute the words “as the Minister
may determine”. I hope the Minister will
give consideration to using the words “as
the Minister may determine”. I leave it
at that.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5 put and passed.

Clause 6: Inventions Advisory Com-
mittee—

M1 MAY: This clause provides that there
shall be established a committee to be
known as the inventions advisory commit-
tee. A situation similar to that which 1
described earlier applies in this case, Surely
is 1s only common sense that the commit-
tee should be called the inventions assis-
tance advisory committee, because in the
definitions ''the Fund” is defined as mean-
ing the inventions assistance trust fund
Why should we have an inventions assis-
tance trust fund and not have an inven-
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tions assistance advisory committee? Surely
the two go together, We are talking about
assisting inventors, whether it be by way
of expertise or finance. This is primarily
an assistance measure. I think we should
use the worgd “assistance” as much as pos-
sible. Therefore, I move an amendment—

Page 4, line 16—Insert after the
word “Inventions” the word “Assis-
tance”.

Mr MENSAROS: I do not think we were
any less vigorous than the present Opposi-
tion when we were on that side of the
Chamber; hut we never pressed a con-
sequential admendment when the primary
amendment was defeated.

Quite apart from that, if this amend-
ment is to prevail, not only should the first
amendment have been passed but a similar
amendment should have been moved to
clause 3. I oppose the amendment.

Mr SKIDMORE: I find the Minister’s
reason for not agreeing to the amendment
moved by the Oppositlon to be most
strange. He is more or less saying that
because a similar amendment should salso
be moved to other clauses, that is the
reason this amendment should not be
agreed to.

Mr Mensaros: We cannot go back to
previous clauses, You do not know Stand-
ing ?rders. This is & consequential amend-
ment.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister 1s sug-
gesting that he will not accept the amend-
ment because other clauses would have to
be conseguentially amended. Who Is kid-
ding whom? The Minister can fool some of
the people some of the time, but he will
be hard put to fool me on this occaslon.
The insertion of the word “Assistance”
would give some credenhce and sensibility
te the Bill. The clause establishes the
inventions advisory committee. Obviously
if the committee is going to advise inven-
tors it will be involved very early in the
piece if p person invents, for example, an
automatic ‘‘tap turner-offer”. Does the
Minister suggest the ecommittee will not be
involved in the early stages?

Mr Hartrey: You have to be an inventor
vourself to be able to advise.

Mr SKIDMORE: Of course, but one
certainly would not have to be an inven-
tor to be able to advise In respect of fin-
ancial assistance or assistance by depart-
mental officers in regard to whether or not
the inventor of & solar system Is worthy
of assistance. Nowhere in the Bill is
credence given to the fact that the whole
measure is designed for the purpose of
assistance.

I boggle at the absolute reluctance on
the part of Ministers of this Government
to concede even the smallest amendment
to make sense out of that which is stupid;
and that is precisely what this amendment
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does. I sincerely trust the Minister will
see the sense of it and agree to 1.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 7 put and passed.
Clause 8: Term of office—

Mr MAY: We seem to have difficulty
in getting the Minister to accept even the
smallest and most sensible amendment, so
I do not know how we will get on as we
proceed further. I hope the Government
members who sit there and yell '"Aye”
have read the Bill and know what it is
about. I am quite sure they have not read
it, but I can assure them that the majority
of members on this side have done so.

Clause 8 (3) states that the Minlster
may terminate the appointment of & mem-
ber who, In the opinion of the Minister,
hecause of illness, incapacity, fallure to
attend meetings of the committee, or any
other reason, has ceased to perform or to
be sable to perform his duties. In my
opinion the words “or any other reason”
make the provision far toc wide. If the
Minister wishes to terminate the services
of a committee member, surely he should
specify the reason for doing so. Why is it
necessaly to include the words “illness,
incapacity, failure to attend meetings”;
why not just use the words ‘'for any
reason”? I think it 1s a ridiculous situation
to specify certain reasons, and then to
give the Minister carte blanche in respect
of any other reason.

I think the terminology in my proposed
amendment adequately serves the purpose.
Surely ‘'illness, incapaclty eor fallure to
attend meetings” is sufficient justification
for the Minister to terminate the appoint-
ment of a member. If we Include the words
“or any other reason” a member could
turn up and ke told he is no longer on
the committee. This could occur to one of
the members of the Inventors Assocla-
tion: the Minister could terminate his
membership without giving reasons.

I am sure if the Minister considers the
matter he will realise that my amendment
is an ideal substitute for the present sub-
clause. I move an amendment—

Page 5, lines 25 to 30—Delete sub-
clavse (3) with a view to substituting
subclause—

(3) The Minister may terminate
the appointment of a member if
the Minister is satisfied that be-
cause of {llness incapacity or fail-
ure ta attend meetings of the
Commlittee, he has ceased to per-
form or be able to perform his
duties as a member.

Mr MENSAROS: I must oppose the
amendment because it places restrictlons
on the Minister in respect of terminating
the services of any member of the com-
mittee.
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Membership of the committee will not
be sought after; it is unlikely that a mem-
ber whose services are terminated would
seek to appeal, because it will be an honor-
ary position, and the members of the com-
mittee will provide a service. If this
amendment is enacted and & member of
the committee is gaoled, the Minister will
not have the opportunity to remove him
from the committee hecause it will not be
specified in the Act.

It could well be that a member of a com-
mittee decides to move from Western Aus-
tralia or, because of other business, does
not appear at committee meetings, and it
becomes difficult to obtain a quorum at
the meetings. That is why the phrase,
“any other reason” has been inserted, and
must be read in conjunction with the fol-
lowing words, “or be able to perform his
duties as a member.” There must be a
reason that 8 member cannot perform his
duties. I oppose the amendment.

Mr MAY: The Minister obviously is not
aware of what he is saying, because he in-
dicated that an occasion may arise when
a committee member is in gaol. This clause
specifies, “failure to attend meetings of the
committee”; I do not know whether the
committee is going to hold meetings at
Fremantle Prison, but if not the Minister
has the authority to terminate the ser-
vices of any member who is not aliend-
ing meetings.

Mr Mensaros: I think in the case of a
member being in gaol, we would take him
off the committee before the next meeting,

Mr MAY: Prcbably this would be the
case. The Minister pointed out that com-
mitiee members work in a voluntary cap-
acity, and I am quite sure that if a mem-
bar of the Inventors Association were to
do something not in accordance with the
provistons of the Bill or against the Inten-
tions of the association, that body would
ensure the member would be replaced, be-
cause it is up to the association to nomin-
ate members to serve on this committee,

I cannot understand the Minister's reas-
oning. After a great deal of study of this
legislation, we have come forward with
several amendments designed to improve
it, and it is just not good enough for the
Minister to sit back and give off-the-cuff
replies in declining to accept our amend-
ments,

Like the Minister, we have obtained
opinions from members of the Crown Law
Department. T know that opinions of law-
vers frequently differ, but the information
we have is that our amendments are in
accordance with good legislation, and would
improve the Bill. I sincerely hope this
will not continue to he the Minister's
attitude in regard to the rest of the meas-
ure.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed,

Clause 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Meetings—

Mr MENSAROS:
ment—

Page 6, line 30—Add after the para-
graph designation "{(a)"” the passage
“subject to section 12,7,

This amendimnent is the result of an am-
endment placed on the nolice paper by
the member for Clontarf and is a mach-
inery amendment consequent upon the in-
sertion of new clause 12. The intention
of the amendment foreshadowed by the
member for Clontarf was to permit the
advisory committee to examine, evaluate
and advise on any invention developed by
a member of the committee, provided that
member did not take part in the dis-
cussions relating to the provision or
otherwise of assistance to enable the in-
ventlon to be developed. The Government
agrees with this suggestion. However, we
do not believe he should be debarred from
taking part in an examination of the in-
vention, where he could be of assistance
with his expert knowledge.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 16 put and passed.

New clause 12—

Mr MENSARQOS: I move—

Page T—Insert after clause 11 the
following new clause to stand as clause

I move an amend-

11;“’1“01‘-5 12, A member is not en-
titled to participate in the

C 16t

mf:,';'er;e formulation of any advice to he

given to the Minister concern-
ing an invention developed by
that member or to vote, at a
meeting of the Committee, on
any question relating to such
an invention.
I have already discussed the reason for
inserting this new clause. I freely admit
it is as & result of an amendment placed
on the notice paper by the member for
Clontarf; the new clause proposed by the
Government has the same intention, but
achieves it in a different way from that
foreshadowed by the member for Clon-
tarf. It does not debar a member who Is
involved in an invention from the de-
liberations of the committee, except from
those deliberations relating to a recom-
mendation for or against assistance to
develop the invention.

Mr MAY: The Opposition supports the
proposed new clause; In effect, its prin-
ciple s exactly the same as the one I fore-
shadowed, although couched in different
verblage. The associatlon was most con-
cerned at the possibility of one of its
members being prevented from seeking
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assistance If he had a worth-while inven-
tion because, by virtue of the fact that he
was on the committee, he would be
debarred from receiving assistance, I will
not say that the Minister’s new clause is
an improvement: however, I am happy to
get one of my amendments through and
I thank the Minister.

New clause pui and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
In Committee

Resumed from the 4th September. The
Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chair; Mr ©O'Neil (Minister for
Works) in charge of the Bill,

Clause 2: Section 119 added—

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause after the member for Mt.
Hawthorn (Mr Bertram) had moved the
following amendment—

Page 3, lines 4 to 6—Delete all words
with a view fo substituting the follow-
ing paragraphs—

(b} witnesses and interpreters in
civil proceedings held under
any of the following Acts—

(i) The Supreme Court Act,

(i) The District Court of
Western Australia Act,
19649;

(iii) The Local Courts Act,
1904;

(iv) The Workers Compen-
sation Act, 1912;

(v) The Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, 1912; and

(vi} The Mining Act, 190%;

and
(c) witness and interpreters at
inquests held under the

Coroners Act, 1920,

Mr O'NEIL: Members will recall that
when we reported progress on this clause
it was mainly because time was against
us, as it was late in the afternoon last
Thursday. We were discussing a proposal
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn to make
provision in the principal Act for this
amendment to apply to witnesses in the
Supreme Court, the District Court, the
Loeal Court, any hearing of the Workers’
Compensation Board, the Industrial Arbi-
tration Commission, and also any hearing
geltd under the provisions of the Mining

ct.

I pointed out then that it was purely
and simply the intention of the Govern-
ment at present to provide a hetter method
to determine fees paid to witnesses called
by either the Crown or a local authority.
Qf course, in these particular cases the
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Crown and the local authority are respons-
ible for the payment of fees to the wit-
nesses they call. The Crown is not
responsible for the payment of fees to
witnesses called in civil or ¢riminal actions
so0 far as I am aware. At that time I
started to explain the intention of the
Government in this matter. There was
some derislon across the Chamber because,
as I have mentloned, the Bill is that of
the Minister for Justice and I represent
that Minister In this place. In the inter-
vening period I have had an opportunity
to look more closely at the honourable
member’s proposal and I am afraid I am
not convinced in the slightest that he has
a point in his favour.

I now want to refer again to what will
happen if, in fact, the Committee accepts
the proposed amendment. Firstly, when
talking on the Bill, the member for Mi.
Hawthorn described criminal and petty
sessional cases as coming within a very
narrow area. My inquiries reveal that that
is not 2 very accurate statement, because
such cases form a very substantial part
of our legal process and in no sense can
they be referred to as coming within a
“narrow area”.

I am advised that when consideration
was given to preparing proposals relevant
to this amendment to the Evidence Act,
the Statutes of all the States and the Com-~
monwealth were thoroughly and com-
pletely examined, and it was found that
all other Governments have legislated for
the payment of witnesses called by the
Crown and bodies analogous to the Crown
in criminal and gquasi-criminal proceed-
ings, but not otherwise.

So here we are following suilt again,
and I suppose the honourable member will
tell us that we should now start to step
out in front. He probably knows, and I
think the Committee ought to be aware,
that his proposal would mean that all wit-
nesses called by anybody, in any case, In
any court, or in any tribunal which can
be regarded as a court of record, or in
any hearings held under the provisions of
the Mining Act, would be paid by the
Crown. In other words, he wants to social-
ise the courts of this State.

Mr Bertram: What is this?

Mr O'NEIL: The proposal the honour-
able member has put before us, by virtue
of & clause we are probably not permitted
to discuss; that is the proposal to amend
section 119—

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Do you want the
courts to he run privately?

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member
disbelieves that if his amendment is car-
ried the Crown would be responsible for
the payment of all withess fees in any
jurisdiction?

Mr Bertram: I did not say that.

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member
does not believe that is right, or does he
believe?
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Mr Bertram: No.

Mr O'NEIL: I am telling the honourable
member and this Committee that on look-
ing at the provisions of subsection (4) of
proposed new section 119 it will be found
that if the honourable member is success-
ful in having his amendment carried, the
Crown will be responsible for the payment
of witnesses in all cases in all the courts
of this State. Is that what the honourable
member wants?

Mr Bertram: Not at all.

Mr O'NEIL: Well, that is what his
amendment will do.

Mr Bertram: Well, we will amend the
section.

Mr O'NEIL: We will not amend any-
thing as far as I am concerned, but it is
clear that the honourable member who
moved the amendment did not know what
he was doing and, in those circumstances,
I cannot agree with it. In any case, it is
not the infention of the Government to
extend this provision other than to wit-
nesses called by the Government, by or-
ganisations analogous to the Government,
such a5 local authorities.

To go a little further, the honourable
member said that a person should look
up the Act to ascertain what he is entitled
to. Invariably allowances to witnesses are
shown in the rules or regulations of the
court and not in any Act.

Mr Bertram: That is right. How does a
person find that out?

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member
said he has to look up the Act.
Mr Bertram: That is right.

Mr O'NEIL: The Bill makes the dis-
tinction between witnesses and interpret-
ers, and I understand the member of M:.
Hawthorn takes no exception to that.
However it has always been, it is now, and
probably will be forever that in the area
of being a witness there is a degree of
public responsibility. The Government be-
lieves that in respect of witnesses it calls
it should certainly pay fair and adequate
fees to them. Provision is now being made
under the Statute, rather than by some
rule of thumb arrangement, for that to be
done. However, it is not our intention,
and it is not the intention of any other
Government in Australia, to be called upon
to pay the fees of all witnesses.

Mr Bertram: Will the Minister just
point to that part of section 119 he Is
relying on?

Mr O'NEIL: The opinion given by the
Government’s legal advisers is that the
amendments proposed by the honourable
member would mean that the Crown would
be liable to pay all witnesses in so-called
civil proceedings. That is the interpreta-
tion of the Government’s legal advisers; it
is not my interpretation, Perhaps it might
be as well for the member for Boulder-
Dundas to check on this inferpretation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

According to the legal advisers of the Gov-
ernment, under the amendment the State
would be called upon to pay every witness,
whether or not called by the Crown, in
regard to all proceedings including criminal
and gquasi-criminal proceedings. I am
iﬁri the honourable member does not want
at.

. Mr Bertram: That is correct. You are
interested only in frustrating a good
motive, instead of correcting it. '

Mr O'NEIL: I have already said the
Government rejects the motive.

Mr Bertram: Why do you bother abhout
the rest of it?

Mr O'NEIL: If the honhourable member
does not want me to make any explanation
I will sit down and that will be easier.

Mr Bertram: No purpose is served in
pgttlzlg‘tup a case when you will not bother
about it.

Mr O'NEIL: In the Commitiee stage of
the Bill last week I sald the Government
rejected the proposition and I gave the
reason, but some members opposite
laughed because they had no argument. I
have had a week to look at the effect of
the amendment, and I now have the bene-
fit of the opinlon of the Government’s
legal advisers.

They tell me, in essence, that in a num-
ber of respects—these are my words—the
honourahle member does not know what
he is talking about. I mentioned two ex-
amples, and they have made the point that
if the honourable member’s amendments
are passed certain things will occur. The
honourahle member says he does not want
them to occur, but I am advised they will
occur, Here we are arguing with a person
who, in my view, does not know what he
is talking about.

The Government is setting out to do
what has been done by every Government
in this country; to make adequate provi-
sion for payment of withesses called by
the Crown or organisations analogous to
the Crown—that is, local government. That
is what the Government is attempting to
do. The honourable member has brought
in some ideas of his own which, if we
agreed to them, would make the Crown
liable to pay all witnesses. That is ab-
solutely farcical.

As I understand the position, in the case
of civil proceedings between two parties,
the court in which the case is heard makes
a determination as to costs, and not as
to witness fees. The payment of wit-
nesses is a matter for negotiation between
the person calling them and the witnesses
themselves.

It has been pointed out that if there is,
in essence, a prescription for payment of
a fee to witnesses then there could be an
expectation on the part of witnesses to
obtain the fee. It would be a requirement
under the law. I would hazard a guess
that in many civil proceedings there are
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people who volunteer to give evidence and
serve as witnesses; these may be the
friends of the parties concerned.

Mr Bertram: Nobody is stopping that.

Mr O'NEIL: I have already said that
the amendments proposed by the honour-
able member will make it mandatory for
the Crown to pay all witnesses. If that
has not got through to the member for
Mt. Hawthorn, I am sure it has got through
to the rest of the Committee. I oppose
the amendment before the Chair.

Mr BERTRAM: There is no need for
the Minister to get upset. On the last
occasion when the Bill was dealt with in
Committee he said the Government would
not be prepared to alter the law in the
manner the Opposition likes to see it im-
proved.

Mr O'Neil: You have admitted that your
proposal will not improve the law. It
will do something which you did not think
it would do.

Mr BERTRAM: If we examine the re-
cord of the proceedings of last week in
Hansard we will find that the Minister
confessed the case we had made out was
quite effective.

Mr O'Neil: That would be a wild state-
ment. I have not confessed that you have
made a good argument in your life.

Mr BERTRAM: When people perform
like that it is because they do noi have
a case. So, the Minister is leaving his
footprints in the sand,

Mr O'Neil: You were pgoing fo quote
from Hansard where I said you had made
out a good case. You should do that in-
stead of making innuendoes.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister should
pause for a while, otherwise he might
have a heart attack.

Mr O'Neil: That might be preferable to
sitting here and listening to you.

Mr BERTRAM: Shortly I might ask the
Minister to withdraw that rematk.

Mr O'Neil: I will do so. I am hot like
some members opposite. I obey the Chair,

Mr Skidmore: I obey the Speaker, too.

Mr BERTRAM: I refer to an interjec-
tion the Minister made in the second read-
ing debate on the 4th September, recorded
at page 2567 of the current Hansard. His
interjection was—

By the time he has done all that
he should sit for a Bar examination,

Mr O'Neil: Does that mean I szid you
had put up a good case? I was referring
to the person who you said had to wander
all over the place to find out. Do you
suggest that my interjection implied that
you had made out a good case?

Mr BERTRAM: Can the Minister not
understand that?

Mr O'Neil: I am certain you do not
understand.
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Mr BERTRAM: I shall explain it to the
Minister. Obviously the Minister is hav-
ing difficulty.

Mr O'Neil: I think you are.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister is having
a difficult period. What the Minister wants
the people to do, and contihue to do, is
1o go from court to court to acquaint them-
selves of the position. In this case we have
tallied eight different Acts which are af-
fected.

Mr O’Neil: You mix with strange npeople
if they have to go before eight different
courts.

Mr Davies: The Minister should be quiet.

Mr O'Neil: I suggest the honcurable
member tell the member from Mt. Haw-
thorn to be quiet. If he did we would get
on much better.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister has found
his tongue, but he did not seem to have a
tongue when the debate on the Electoral
Dlistricts Act Amendment Bill was taking
place.

Mr O'Reil; That is another misstate-
ment, I happened to be the Minister
handling the Bill in the Committee and
third reading stages.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister is now
handling the Bill.

Mr O'Neil: You sald I did not have a
tongue.

Mr BERTRAM: It would be better if the
Minister did not.

The CHAIRMAN: Orvder! Might I sug-
gest to both the Minister and the member
for Mt, Hawthorn that we will make much
more progress if they confine their remarks
to the amendment before the Chalir.

Mr BERTRAM: From what the Minjster
hias told us the Government decided lasl
week that the amendment we had pul
forward would not succeed. The object of
the amendment is to make the Jaw more
readily accessible and more readily under-
stood by ordinary people who are nol
Queen’s Counsel or Speed Cordons. Thal
was what I said on the last occasion. Wha
we want to do is to place all the law ir
one package, under one Act and one sel
of regulations, instead of 16 packages, un-
der eight Acts ang eight sets of regulations

That is not acceptable to the Govern.
ment, We know what will hapben by rea.
son of the Government’s numbers in thi
Chamber. We like the Idea of the Bill, bu
we believe 1t can be improved upon. Be-
lieving that the Bill ean be improved upon
having discussed it in Committee, and hav
ing had an independent legal man &
draft legislation to give expression to ou
purpose, we would not be much of an Op
position if we did not act upon it. We an
now acting upon it, and we propose t
continye on this line until we have ex
pended our opportunity. That is the wa
we see our function in this Chamber. On
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does not derive a great deal of satisfaction
from it from time to time, but that is the
way it must be for the time being.

Instead of the Minister observing the
merit of the exercise and what we are
seeking to achieve, he simply states that
there is a clause 4 or some such clause and
that if we have a lpok at that we will find
we will be achieving something we do not
want to achieve. That may be possible
although I do not readily concede it. An
independent lawyer thought otherwise and
the Minister knows, or if he does not, it is
high time he comprehended the fact, that
we have no desite to change the law in
respect of the payment of witness fees in
other instances. If our amendment were
pass:d it would not in any way affect the
law as to who pays witness fees. Instead
of a witness looking in the Supreme Court
rules he would look at the rules in the
Evidence Act. What is wrong with that?

Instead of the Minister looking at the
siteation and trying to help us to alter the
provision to make it right, he sticks rigidly
to some notes which someone else has pro-
vided.

Mr O'Neil: I did not stick rigidly to any
notes. In fact, I got into trouble for not
sticking to notes.

Mr BERTRAM: Did the Minister?
Mr O'Neit: From the Chairman, not you.

Mr BERTRAM: Whether or not the
Minister stuck to his notes, we are here
to discuss matters with a view to hammer-
ing out the best legislation. That is the
object of the exercise, or at least that is
what the public thinks it is, and T am sup-
posed to belleve it is. However, instead of
entering into the spirit of the debate and
hammering out the amendment to obtain
a result which is best for the people and
which we conscientlously believe is best
for the people, the Minister blocks us. If
the principle of what we are seeking is to
do the best for the people, it should not be
for the Minister to put up a blocking pro-
cedure and tell us to look at a certain
clause. I think I was entitled to place rea-
sonable rellance on the draftsman who
drafted the Bill. I think I am entitled also
to believe that his views are as good as the
next lawyer's, or he should not be the
Parliamentary Draftsman.

Mr O’Nell: Perhaps you ought to write
to him and teil him that.

Mr BERTRAM: I think he is as good
as anyone else. I have found him ihor-
oughly co-operative, skilful, and quick in
his work, furthermore. So I appreciate
his work. He is capable of making an
error, just as I am and as are aost
people in this place. Only one or two
think they are not.

So, instead of criticising and trying to
do the right thing for the pecple overall
to make the law easler {0 comprehend
end to get at, the Minister puts up a

(ASSEMBLY.]

blocking device and tells us the clause is
wrong. That might give savisfaction to
some, but I hope it does not give satls-
faction to many. It is certainly not the
intention of the Opposition that the Crown
should be paying all witness fees. That is
a completely outlandish concept and it
is certainly not the intention at all. We
are simply trying to achieve g result
which is better for the pecple and I do
not see anything wrong with (hat ap-
proach at all.

Incidentally I am not conceding by in-
ference or atherwise that the clause 4 to
which reference has been made Goes oper-
ate in the way in which the Minister says
it operates. So we persist with our am-
endment. It is a pity it was not discussed
in the rational way it was discussed last
week with some sort of spirit of co-opera-
tion and a desire to achieve a satisfac-
tory result.

The Opposition still takes the view
that it {5 much better for all the law rele-
vant to witness fees to be set forth in one
Act and one regulation, because as I
pointed out last week many witness fees
these days are similar under the varlous
riles so0 why a person should have to look
in eight different places to find that the
fees are the same, I do not know.

We have also observed that some of the
courts, instead of flxing the rules, have
indicated that the people should not
bother to look at their rules, but should
look at other rules. I think an example
of this was the District Court of Western
Australia Act in respect of the rules for
the various witnesses., For them one must
look at the Supreme Court rules.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has three minutes,

Mr BERTRAM: We consider that is
ludicrous. Instead of attempting to
achieve a better result by qulctly sitting
down and working towards this end, to
remove red tape, and cut the regulations
by elght times, and reduce ihe Acts by
about eight times, to save endless dupli-
cation, printing, and tabling of regula-
tions, and heaven knows what else, and
to simplify the whole position, we just
have to put up with a block—a non-co-
operative attitude. This is what the Gov-
ernment does instead of allowing the Com-
mittee to function as it should function, as
I have stated so many times, but which is
worth another comment. The situation is
a farce. Instead of the Committee coming
to grips with the problem, it is just wast-
ing the time of 51 members and is not
functioning as a Committee at all. That
is what is happening. It is frustrating, but
is apparently something to be tolerated
indefinitely; for how long I do not know.

As to the narrow area the Minister in-
dicated earlier in his remarks, he merely
quoted out of context. He fastened onto
the fact that I sald@ the Bill currently
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was being confined to a narrow area. The
Minister did not produce any statlsiics
as to how many summonses are issued
out of the Local Court, Perth. There are
thousands and thousands of them. [f
they were all added up I assume it would
be apgreed that it is no narrow area. But
that is a minor ingredient. The Min-
ister picked on a little thing in a speech
when it had very little significance in the
total debate, but he fastened onto it.

Nothing the Minister has said has
caused us to change our view. No real
attempt has been made to come to grips
with the amendment. There is oniy a
desire to turf it out, and not because of
any lack of merit really.

Mr SKIDMORE: Having spoken during
the second reading debate, and having
listened to the Minister tonight, perhaps
I should hesitate to enter into the arena
again,

Mr O’Neil: I will be kind to you.

Mr SEKIDMORE: I have heard an
example of the expertise of the Minister
who says that he has been advised by his
legal advisers that what he says is so.
I have heard the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn, equally well trained, who informs
us he would express an opposite point of
view.

So, with me in the middle as the arbit-
trator to decide whether the Minister is
right or the member for Mt. Hawthorn is
1l;'_ighi;, I am left in a fairly difficult posi-
jon.

Mr O’'Neil: Why not consult your col-
league from Boulder-Dundas?

Mr SKIDMORE: He has some work to
do later on.

Several members interjected.

Mr SKIDMORE: As my time 1s limited
and as I desire to make a conscientious and
sincere contribution to the debate, I re-
quest that I be allowed to continue with
my speech.

I cannot accept the words of the Minister
who sald that his legal adviser said that
the Crown would be responsible for all
witness fees 1f this particular amendment
were accepted.

Mr O’Neil: In criminal and guasi-crim-
inal actions.

Mr SKIDMORE: All right—in those
actions.

I suggest the Minister shculd read clause
2, which we want to amend. It is our
opinion that the various courts which
handle proceedings should be subject to
the autematic adjustment of fees. I under-
stand the Minister referred to section 119
of the principal Act. I am afrald I cannot
agree with the interpretation which his
legal advisers have placed on the amend-
ment. I could be wrong, and I may be
found to be wrong. The Minister said that
all witnesses will be affected but the only

(95)

“visions of the Bill.
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witnesses who can be affected are those en-

gaged by the prosecution. The exclusion is

set out in proposed nhew subsection (2).

That means witnesses called by the defence

gill not be subject to payment by the
rown.

It seems that at times it is necessary to
have a laymah such as myself to point out
the idiocy of some of the provisions which
are written into legislation. The ¢lause will
not do as the Minister states because there
s an exclusion. I have previously raised
with the Minister the sheer simplicity
which would be achieved as a result of
accepting the amendment moved by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn.

Witness fees have been adjusted at vari-
ous times, some in 1970, some in 1958, and
at other times, They have bheen adjusted
either by regulation, or by amendments to
legislation, We claim that the proposal is
most untidy and suggest there should be a
common ground for the applicatlon of
witness fees. The Governmenf often com-
plains about costs involved in running the
country, and it has often castigated the
Australlan Government for not supplving
sufficient funds. Here is a proposal to re-
duce costs.

The proposed amendment will apply
some justice to the scale of witness fees.
I cannot accept that what is proposed by
the Minister will apply to ali witnesses.
That would be impossible under the pro-
I appreciate that the
Minister is handling the Bill on behalf
of the Minister for Justice but hc should
try to accommodate what we believe is a
worth-while amendment which will as-
sist people involved in litigation. I com-
mend the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn.

Mr O'NEIL: I understand we are dis-
cussing a move for the deletion of lines
4 to 6 on page 3 of the Bill, for the pur-
pose of inserting other words. I will keep
my remarks germane to that situation.

Mr SKIDMORE: On a point of order,
Mr Chairman, I take exception to the im-
plication of the Minister that I did not
keep to the amendment under discussion.
I claim I did not deviate from the amend-
ment,

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of
order, If the member took the Minister’s
remarks as an implication that he did not
keep to the amendment, I did not. The
Minister simply said that he would confine
his remarks to the question before the
Chair.

Mr O'NEIL: I apologise to the honour-
able member, I merely went out of my
way to use a word which he frequently
uses; namely, ‘germane’”. Perhaps I
should not attempt to be facetious.

The point raised by the member, In my

view, certainly is a Commitice matter,
I feel the member will accept the
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answer to his query. He stated that be-
cause of the provisions contained in para-
graph {(a) of subsection (2) of proposed
new section 119, where there is reference
to witnesses called and interpreters ar-
ranged by the prosecution, the remainder
of witnesses and interpreters will not
qualify.

. It 1s an understandable misunderstand-
ing, but I suggest the honourable member
look a little more closely, when I am sure
he will agree with me. The provision the
Government intends to make js for wit-
nesses called and interpreters arranged by
the prosecution (i) in criminal trials, ete.,
and (ii) in proceedings in a summary
court; and it stops there. That is the area
which refers to witnesses called by the
prosecution, It does not apply to para-
graph (b) which deals with witnesses and
interpreters at inquests, who will be paid
whether or not they are called by the pro-
secutlon; and I do not think there is any
prosecution in that particular court.

The provision in this amending Bill says
that where witnesses are called and inter-
preters are arranged by the prosecution in
two particular circumstances the Bill will
apply, and in another case the Bill will
apply to witnesses at inquests, who are
not called or arranged, and to interpreters,
although I do not know that there are
many interpreters at the coroners’ in-
quests I am thinking about. If the hon-
ourable member reads more accurately he
will find his interpretation, that only wit-
neseses called by the prosecution will be
paid under this Bill, is wrong.

Mr Skidmore: Do you say it is all other
witnesses?

Mr O'NEIL: I am saying the provision
of the Bill, unamended, says that witnesses
called and interpreters arranged by the
prosecution in eriminal trials and in pro-
ceedings in a summary court are one set
of people. Paragraph (b) refers to wit-
nesses at inquests who are net called by
the prosecution.

Mr Skidmore: I accept that.

Mr O'NEIL: The proposal of the member
for Mt. Hawthorn is to put in another
paragtaph (b} and change the present
paragraph (b) to paragraph <{(c¢). The
member for Mt., Hawthorn proposes that
witnesses and interpreters in civil proceed-
ings held under certain Acts shall be paid;
but they are not called by the prosecution
and that gqualification does not apply to
his proposal. It therefore follows that un-
der his proposal the Crown would pay the
lot. The Bill says that witnesses called hy
the prosecution in certain proceedings will
be paid by the Crown according to the
regulations. It does not say anything about
anything else. If we accept the suggestion
of the member for Mt. Hawthorn, all wit-
nesses, whether or not ealled by the pro-
secution, in so-called civil proceedings will
be pald by the Crown.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr Bertram: They will not be. That is
only what you are saying.

Mr O'NEIL: Mr Chairman, I give up.

Mr SKIDMORE: My Chairman, I do not
give up, and I quarrel again with the Min-
ister. He says I should look at the amend-
ing Bill in a little more depth.

Mr O'Neil: I was not being critical.

Mr SKIDMORE: I accept that, I suggest
to the Minister that the reference i{o the
regulations would come in hefore, not
after, the word “and” in line 4 on page 3.
We have at the moment two exclusions in
subparagraphs (i) and (ii) where the pro-
secutor may call witnesses in c¢riminal
trials and proceedings in a summary court.
What we are doing is adding the same re-
quirement to other courts. It that right?

Mr Q'Neil: No, Paragraph (a) staris off
“witnesses called’’; paragraph (b) in the
amendment on the notice paper does not
refer to witnesses called by the prosecu-
tion but simply says “witnesses and inier-
preters in civil proceedings’.

Mr SKIDMORE: They are still subject
to paragraph (b),

Mr C'Neil: They are not. Paragraph (a)
applies to witnesses called in two instaneces;
paragraph (b) is a new subject, It does
not say “witnesses called”; it starts off
‘““witnesses and interpreters in civil pro-
ceedings”.

Mr SKIDMORE: It will be (a) witnesses
called and interpreters arranged by the
prosecution, and (b) witnesses and inter-
preters in civil proceedings, under any
of the other Acts, called by the prosecu-
tion.

Mr O'Neil: No,

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not wish to delay
the Committee but I cannot accept the
reasoning given by the Minister, I will
leave it at that, and would welcome the
opportunity to further my legal learn-
ing in private with the Ministcr, when we
may be able to resolve our difference of
opinion,

Mr JAMIESON: There do2s seem to be
a difference of opinion which needs to be
clarified, I think the Minister thought
he had a point on the amendment moved
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn which
overrode all other consideraticns.

Mr O'Neil: I said we did not believe In
what he was proposing anyway.

Mr JAMIESON: That was the sociali-
sation of witnesses.

Mr O’'Neil: Of courts, not witnesses,

Mr JAMIESON: They were socialised
a long time ago, and I am glad they were
because I would hate courts to be under
private enterprise. We already have
enocugh courts under private enterprise
and we do not want any more. To my
knowledge there are no courts which are
privately run,
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I suggest what is being proposed should
be seriously considered by the Gov-
ernment; that is, all categories of witnesses
who are called in respect of Govern-
mental matters should be brought under
one particular Act and hot separated in
various Statutes. This would be an
achievement. One has to refer to a mul-
titude of Acts to find out whether or not
& witness has rights. It is very compiex
and in this legislative Chamber we should
aim to simplify the situation which has
corﬁe into being. This is not slways easy

Q.

I have not taken a particular interest
in the matter but because of the discus-
sion that has ensued it appears there is
room for a reference to Crown Law. We
cannot always rely on the Crown Law offi-
cers to give the best possible legal advice
on some oOf these matters. Sometimes
they are right and sometimes they are
Wrong.

Very often, when something is pointed
out by leading attorneys or Queen’s
Counsel, the officers say, “Oh, you would
be right; my interpretation was wrong.”
I am not sure exactly what we should do
about this matter, but I do have sympathy
with the endeavours of the member ior
Mt. Hawthorn. Perhaps he is attempt-
ing a little bit of socialisation, but it is
justifiable to this small degree. If we
accept his submission, we will not finish
up with “reds under the beds”! His aim
is to let the law run generally as il does
at present, but to ensure that witnesses,
when called to give evidence—wheather by
the Government or by the police—are
paid a common witness fee. I suggest
that the Minister should look at this mat-
ter again in the light of the argument
that has ensucd this afterncon.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to
sit again, on motion by Mr O'Neil (Min-
ister for Works).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Fremier) [6.02 p.m.]l: I move—

That the House at its rising ad-
journ until 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, ihe
30th September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.30 p.m.

Legislative Tmuauril

Tuesday, the 30th September, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4,30 pm., and
read prayers.
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BILLS (9): ASSENT
Message from the Lisutenant-Covernor
and Administrator received and read
notifying assent to the following Bills—

1. Chicken Meat Industry Commiitee
Bill.

2. Radiation Safety Bill.

3. Acts Amendment {(Judicial Salaries
and Pensions) Bill.

4. Marketing of Barley Act Amendment
Bill.

5. Railways Discontinuance and Land
Revestment Bill,

6. Weights and Measures Act Amendment
Bill.

7. Criminal Code Amendment Bill.

8. Taxi-cars (Co-ordinaiion and Cen-
trol> Act Amendment Bill.

9, Transport Commission Act Amend-
ment Bill.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER'S
REPORT

Tabling

THE PRESIDENT {(the Hon. A PF.
Griffith) : I have for tabling the report of
the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations for the year
ended the 30th June, 1975.

The report was tabled (see paper No. 349).

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

DOOR TO DOOR (SALES) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Consumer Affairs Council: Views

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the

Minister for Education representing

the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether
the Consumer Affairs Council is
in full agreement with all the pro-
posed amendments to the Door to
Door (Sales> Act currently before
the House?

(2) If the answer is “No"”, on which
amendments is there disagree-
ment, and why?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) and (2) I thank the Hon. Lyla
Elliott for giving me some prior
notification of this question, which
has given me a lit{le time to think
about it. The result of my thoughts
in respect of the question is that
I believe if it is not markedly out
of order it Is at least improper
under the circumstances.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Why?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
Bill has been before this House
for a considerable time and is
currently in the recommittal
stage. The purpose of questions
without notice is to obtain in-
formation not otherwise available



